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The problem of child abuse in Japan continues to become more serious and
complex. One statistical indicator that reflects the current state of child abuse in the
country is the number of reports made to Child Guidance Centers. Data collection
on this indicator began in 1990, when approximately 1,000 cases of abuse were
reported and accepted by Child Guidance Centers nationwide. Since then, the
number of reports has consistently increased without ever declining, reaching
approximately 220,000 cases in 2023.

Regarding this increase, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and other
relevant agencies have expressed the view that it is due to a rise in public awareness
of child abuse. In other words, although child abuse has existed for a long time, it was
rarely reported to Child Guidance Centers in the past. In recent years, however,
issue, resulting in a rise in the number of reports. )

dramatic rise in reported cases. ()
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