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A Study on Changes in Volunteer Activities in Yamanashi
Prefecture and Community Support by the Council of Social
Welfare in Response to Changes

TAKAGI Hiroyuki *'

Abstract

This study examined the changes in the data on volunteers identified by the national government
and the Councils of Social Welfare, and how support should be provided in response to those changes.
The results of the analysis confirmed the difficulty of ascertaining the number of volunteers by the
Council of Social Welfare alone and the existence of latent volunteers. In community development,
there are high expectations for the organization of local residents and volunteer activities. However,
the rate of increase in the number of volunteers in the municipalities revealed a severe disparity
between promotion and decline.

In this situation, the National Council of Social Welfare had earlier proposed measures to strengthen
volunteer centers. In the future, the Council of Social Welfare is expected to conduct an evaluation of
the support proposed in the strengthening measures, and to demonstrate the organization's stance
on how to promote community development as a core organization for the promotion of community

welfare.
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