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The “Meaning” in the Theory of Alfred Schiitz
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Abstract
Alfred Schiitz, a social philosopher as well as a sociologist, attempts philosophical elaboration and
foundation of Max Weber's verstehende Soziologie - interpretive sociology. He considers “meaning’
as its central concept and tries to clarify how meanings are generated within our consciousness.
According to him, our consciousness is essentially duration. When reflection and “turning-towards” is
oriented to this duration, it makes seamless experiences of consciousness articulated and discrete. This
paper clarifies that meaning is generated because when reflection is performed (1) our experiences are
“cut oft” from other experiences, (2) reflection makes our “imperfect” experiences “perfect” in terms of

aspect, and (3) articulated experiences are mutually connected in a higher order.
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