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Early Childhood Group Care and Education for Enhancing the Individual
Value of Each Child : Through a Trial of Grouping, Based on the Ability of
Expressing His or Her Own Views

Chiaki Yamada?

Erina Ito?

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine the practice of A kindergarten in
Yamanashi prefecture with regards to finding a way of enhancing the value of each
individual child within an early childhood care and education group. B teacher
nurtured each child’s ability to consider the feelings of another person and to
verbalize their views through the use of storytelling and so on.

Grouping was based on each child’s ability of expressing his or her own views.
After the nurturing procedure, children with low expressive ability gradually
became able to express their own views. While this trial caused conflicts between
those children who initially had low expressive abilities and children who had
always taken leadership roles, these experiences enabled many children to begin
listening to others and better able to express their own views. Resulting in the
children of this class : deepening of their relationships with others; being better
able to adjust their views of each other; and in the formation of “a significant

learning community”.

Keywords:
Enhancing the Individual Value of Each Child, Early Childhood Group Care and

Education, Learning Community, Grouping,
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