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Understanding Different People and Tolerance in Early
Childhood: Based on Anti-Bias Educational Considerations

YAMADA Chiaki

Abstract

This paper is intended as an investigation of understanding different people and tolerance in early
childhood. It is based on anti-bias educational considerations.

First, passages about internationalization, the understanding different people, or tolerance are
extracted from two Japanese governmental missives such as “The Commentary on Course of Study for
Kindergarten” and “The Commentary on Guidelines for Nursery Care at Day Nursery.” Second, after
a lecture on anti-bias education in USA, university students are given a questionnaire about stereotypes,
bias, and incorrect messages in Japanese society.

The most answers of students are concerned with gender issues related to the color of clothes or paper
diapers. And it is also demonstrated that people are prone to unwittingly behave discriminately or with
bias if they lack the critical or sensitive awareness.

Recently, hate speeches are increasingly being made in Japan. It is concluded that nowadays to
teach understanding different people and tolerance at kindergarten or day nursery in early childhood is

becoming more important because of less educational function at home in Japan.

Keywords: Bias, Tolerance, Anti-Bias Education, Early Childhood, Living Together-Living with Others



