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The Future of Social Welfare Administration in Japan

— <Social Insurance-ization> and The Change of Administration Space —
HATAMOTO Yusuke

Abstract

This paper aims to survey the future of the social welfare administration in Japan and consider what
they should be. In narrow sense, the social welfare administration in Japan is the system which is a
branch of the social security system that consists of four domains (social insurance, public assistance, social
welfare, public health). As ‘social welfare’ has been unified with ‘public assistance’, we should think that
‘social welfare' includes ‘public assistance’.

The next big currents about the change of social welfare administration will be summed up by the
following two. One is the system change in which ‘social welfare’ will <social insurance-ized>, and
another is the changes of administration space.

<Social insurance-ization> of social welfare is the situation which starts with contract-ization of the
welfare service supply systems established by Japanese Basic Structural Reform of Social Welfare. Such a
change will question again the postwar social security system in Japan by which social welfare and social
insurance have been segregated.

The change of administration space is the changes of the constructions of the spaces in various social
welfare administrations. Paying attention to the new spaces which the Municipal mergers as part of
decentralization of governmental power have created, we'll consider the near-future influence on social
welfare administration. After that, we'll examine the construction of administration system beyond the
nation-states keeping up with globalization, and the mainstreaming of ‘governance to promote the
partnerships of administrations and regional communities.

As a conclusion, I would like to summarize the prospects of the future social welfare administration in

Japan, and discuss some problems.

Key words : social welfare administration, Japanese basic structural reform of social welfare, social
insurance, municipal mergers in Japan






