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Basic Study of a Regional Model for a Support Network
for Infants with Disabilities and their Parents (I)

SANO Yukar;, KAWAIKE Tomoko, KAWANA Hatsuko
AMEMIYA Yukie, YONEYAMA Munehisa, ASAHI Yoichir

Abstract
The purposes of this study are to focus on the infant stage of people with disabilities throughout their
life stages in order to clarify requirements for creating a more effective support network for children
and parents and create a model suitable for the regional characteristics. This paper provides a summary
of the results of the following series of surveys carried out for the above purposes of the study: a
survey on the facilities for infants with disabilities, a survey on the day care facilities in six prefectures,
ordinance-designated cities, etc., and a survey on the actual status of local government measures related
to handicapped infants. The survey on the day care facilities for infants with disabilities revealed the
circumstances that impose a limitation on the cooperation with the day care facilities in the region.
The day care facility survey clarified the conditions of the infants with disabilities and infants with a
development problem who go to about 1,000 day care facilities that responded to the questionnaire survey,
as well as the regional differences in the cooperation between the facilities for infants with disabilities and
the day care facilities in terms of parallel attendance, and in the cooperation with the circuit consultation
and the agencies related to children with disabilities. The basic local government survey in the same
regions revealed that there are institutional problems in regions, where cooperation between the welfare
of children with disabilities and the related agencies works well. Due to space constraints, a summary of
the overall considerations, including a qualitative analysis of free descriptions, a comparison of basic local
government levels, and the positioning of the association of parents in the network will be provided in the

bulletin in the next year.

Key words : infant with disabilities, parent support, network, regional model
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