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An Intermediate Report on How a Blind Language Teacher Conducted classes without an Assistant

YAMASHITA Hiroshi

Abstract

This article is a report on how a visually handicapped language teacher at a university level has
persued his classes after turning completely blind in an accident in 2019. The teacher, who is the
author of this article, was born with poor eyesight, but did not have any problem reading and writing
until he lost his eyesight in the accident. He started undergoing walking training in February 2020
and resumed teaching in September 2021. The experience during his training surely has a major effect
on the styles he takes in teaching. In particular, the idea of sticking to the methods and materials he
used to use while he could see comes from the experience during the walking training.

What is worth noting here is that the author has conducted his classes without an assistant. In
Japan, there are several blind teachers, but as far as it has been reported, all of them use an assistant. If
classes can be taught without an assistant, this will be a major step forward, because there are many
educational institutions that are reluctant to hire visually handicapped teachers for cost reasons.

This paper is organized as follows. In Chapter 1, the author introduces what it means to be blind
and what type of visual problems he is suffering from. In Chapter 2, the author introduces lessons he
got while undergoing his walking training. It will be clear that these lessons have affected greatly on
the selection of methods he adopts in class planning. In Chapter 3, the actual methods he has adopted

in teaching will be shown.
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