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The Pilgrim's Progress and Seventeenth-Century Prison Literature

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract

This study considers The Pilgrim's Progress as a record of John Bunyan's spiritual struggle during

his imprisonment, and positions it as representative of seventeenth-century English prison literature.

Bunyan was influenced by John Fox's martyrology, but he used his own unique method to portray

those who were imprisoned. For example, rather than writing about imprisoned characters who suffer

and lose their lives to religious persecution and portraying them as heroes, in the City of Vanity, he

raises his voice against the persecutors and declares his opposition to them. Thus, Bunyan's prison

literature is not only a lesson or warning to the reader, but it can also be read as a protest against the

religious persecution of his time. It conveys to the present day a picture of the faithful in seventeenth-

century England who did not succumb to spiritual oppression or physical bondage.
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As I walked through the wilderness of this
world, I lighted on a certain place where

was a den, and I laid me down in that

place to sleep: and as I slept, I dreamed a

dream.
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Stone walls do not a prison make,

Nor iron bars a cage;

Minds innocent and quiet take
That for an hermitage;

If I have freedom in my love
And in my soul am free,
Angels alone, that soar above,

Enjoy such liberty.”
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I am, indeed, in prison now
In body, but my mind
Is free to study Christ, and how

Unto me he is kind.

For though men keep my outward man
Within their locks and bars,

Yet by the faith of Christ I can

Mount higher than the stars.
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For the lusts, pleasures, and profits of this
world; in the enjoyment of which I did
then promise myself much delight; but
now everyone of those things also bite me

and gnaw me like a burning worm.
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About this time, I did light on that
dreadful story of that miserable mortal,
Francis Spira, a book that was to my
troubled spirit as salt,when rubbed into
a fresh wound; every sentence in that
book, every groan of that man, with all
the rest of his actions in his dolors, as his
tears, his prayers, his gnashing of teeth,
his wringing of hands, his twisting and
languishing and pining away under that
mighty hand of God that was upon him,

were as knives and daggers in my soul;
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Therefore at this fair are all such
merchandise sold as houses, lands,
trades, places, honors, preferments, titles,
countries, kingdoms, lusts, pleasures, and
delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds,
wives, husbands, children, masters,
servants, lives, blood, bodies, souls, silver,

gold, pearls, precious stones, and what not.
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The prison very sweet to me
Hath been since I came here,
And so would also hanging be,

If God would there appear.
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FALIAD 5, HIBIEFICRINTHD, 7 ) R
F v v ERFEFIOH L THNICELE T 2 S
b oI, DESBOENT, L%
WHDOFoNE I LT b, o, MEEAEE
N TR EREPKEGZT, o w LA X
bk O T, BME T TR BiEomE%E
Kbod, LEVICR AICHKRZEID S X510
50 $H5E7VZAF v vIE, EETOLTHIDX
IICH L AICHEN B ELDEE, LT HOM
Ao ciE ORIV TRV, EEZL DL L
ST ->TLESY 7V RF v YA THR
AEEFDEDE, KANOHEENVWLNLLTH
o MmE CHIFEORTs )V RAF v+ v EHE L
e BENOFHRLER BT 5 X 55T 5%
HaRicLTwd, EEAICK ZHEHDORITIC
b2 Ty AR HielF. &RICIZF DO % B
FB1HD ] EVWHZ0h FEHEZ TV
itk oK, WESTRICES T8/ yn L v
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SZADEIIT, RSN TESICE > TH, B
ICHWEEL, fitshizoTd s, “AlZLD
©HTIED» ST A2 R L. B
FoE»rSEIN S ENTE LD 1, B
AN TERVIAA, HEHICELNIEEEHRT 513 L
OEHIHE > 72D, 7Y v s HHEOHIT
BAHRIDDAFIILLSHFI T TV EDTH
5o 2F D, MFELFIP»SKERIN TV HD
THO ., RIICE S - DITHERLDIF, HEITH
HFEMERRT 27)TH - 7,

CNCRE)

17 H4CHFEDFHAN Y a v » ¥~ (John Donne,
1572-1631) &, FEHFIEKE 5V % v b ] (The
Holy Sonnets) O—fDIESICE W T, fNTFES
M 3E T, "Take me to you, imprison me, for
I / Except you enthrall me, never shall be free"
EVS—HiZFEVTWVWS, BRROA * — V(i
Ty MEFEAD, T 2 HELEINEHE LT
Phd, BRENBSHhEHBICEEAL VLD
S WS RBR s o DFSTH Y 2 b ORA
(7 4 LEYANOFHE, B 2RIl T0b
A9, ¥V iEEBE2DRIETHD =T v & F
FHWNE SR > TRV ch, ZARILEL T,
B (D20 EHH (b2 WV &
IR T B4 4 —VEHOT, HHEZB S LDIC
BAOLNBFNEREBVWETFVTVS, 2L
oo =y volgadNbnics s n
5 L CTHHDERMTER T 2D TH %,

VavenN=v U TLBE 7Y X VFRERD
TEREPNCBT 5 2 ENTE B0, ARBicBL
TiE TREEERE] Zrhivicili - T 7, fEmoth
TN=F VIE3E, BRla N AMOHE%ETT -
TWVWb, N=X ViE 7+ v 7 2D [FAEKET]
PRANEISEEEZ T RO b, WMEHO LT
WS N T N E 21T - oo FREIIMA %210
TZER LT HEZRER L T DL EH VDT
F75 <. T E R FEROET TR, IES 2l dH
BZEICH L THZ BT T, Mg 5 L8 2 R
DTHB, TOXIIT, EAENDEFNPES LV
D EBRITIA Ty [FRROFZHIIHE N DYk %

bHAI D T ENARETH By N= VY VDT Y R
VIR, FEAERCB I AEHIEEZ 50T
754 17T EE NI B O BT, IR
BHHICE T 2 2 & D WEMZEOLEBRICE
ABbDTHb, T LT, EBICHHEELZHEL,
R L 7cBIC L 2Dk TH B EALT T &N
TX 5,

()
ARWFFEIE JSPSFHIFE: 19K 21631 45 L 0 22K18473
DIk ZEZF - b DT,
i
1) 70 X v3CAIsid, FEEPRMCRL L clEm ey B
TORBREZREIC L fFi, d50VE7T ) XY HiKZE
FoRILEbonEENS, ES TR, HA5HED
TN XY LFEDVTOEENREREN, T v
Ve MPBHShTO 20, HAERNIZE W TR
17 e/l 7 ) X v SCFIC i B U 2R R 720128
BOES>TEWEA S, ITHILHEET ) X v
Z i 5 WFZE1I2 > W T id, Thomas S. Freeman,
"The Rise of Prison Literature" Huntington Library
Quarterly, Vol. 72, No. 2 (June 2009) , pp. 133-146
(University of Pennsylvania Press) 75 & 2%, %
fou TV RYFRIESHRFUSHEL TS bOT
B ATt HARICE T B AR O it & O LEDHE &
THONENETHLLEZATVD, HHREEEHED,
BIOwBICHEOTHDY EFTnEin,
BB N=Y VOMEHIC VTR FIUTo T 7 4
vavaEBHIT LG,
The Pilgrim's Progress (facsimile reprint of 1st ed.:
Ducimus, 1975), The Miscellaneous Works of
John Bunyan, edited by Roger Sharrock (Oxford
University Press, 1976), The Works of John Bunyan,
edited by George Offor (3 vols, London and
Edinburgh, 1852), The Pilgrim's Progress, edited by
Roger Sharrock (Penguin, rpt. 1987), The Pilgrim's
Progress, edited by Neil Keeble (Oxford, 1984;
1998), Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners,
edited by W. R. Owens (Penguin, 1987). % 7. 5l
HTRERCHEROZX) v IRl 5 &
L7



2 ) "Whatever the motive of the 'Consolation' may
have been, it remains a very noble book, and is, for
me at least, by far the most interesting example of
prison literature the world has ever seen." Hugh
Fraser Stewart, Boethius, an Essay (Edinburgh
and London: Blackwood, 1891) , p. 107. Z 1 (&
"prison literature" &\ 9 FEMFEH S N B0 f <
bbb,

3 ) Richard Lovelace D{EfHIT D W T ld. The Poems of
Richard Lovelace, ed. by C.H. Wilkinson (Clarendon,
1930) Z=&lH,

4) N=v v ERIUEHEC L BERFIE LT, Ya v
vk v [+t 4 v ] (Samson Agonistes) %
HBIFTHBL, il hiF, MEmoFEETEEEA
A7) ZVINbRTOWE DT, BFLLEITSE
F Utcfiofil & —8 L tsons, 77 ) X v EEO—fE &
BT ENTEL D, 16TIHFICHIRS e 2 DRl
FHCBWVWT, b &b LIHNEE TR w855
FARY LY viF, HYFTHRICAN SN, FiEE R
SNFNATH 5,

5) () v b2 1311 N, HFEREIOES) 3 Dzl
RBEDFEA TR« FY X FORTH B, BEIHED
1280 BDEZEPIC RS BB A oNET
XU, 4 MiE, HoWwBEHHICKL ThcLicb %
BOTKEEZDT, breLiebbihbunrcrl
DEDITE > T, S EEHEHDOTICH B A2 2D
22 EMTEET, 5FYR PO LAMEHSN
ThlLizblitd MATOWEDERIL LS IT, bl
1EDOZFAEOLF ) R ML - TiHBHSANTY
55 TT, 6 b LIcbMRAHLL EE, Thid
btz ERVITED £9, F2, bz L
LR ONGE EE T NEB LIS ICOEBITED,
BRTcnterbic Licb o LA EE UE LA A
BIEMTEBLDTY, 7T HBIHIIC>VWTHRL
LEPMEVTVWARERBES TEEA, BERS, &
WiehtemE LAaZIic LT hTwas kHic, B
Zhficlcns s, brelicbidfl-TwanoT
o 8 WBic b, TYTINTOI Licb k- i
IZ2WT, HOHl-> TV TIELV, bicLicbidmi
SNBVEREDESHBEINT, £EI2EHIZ K-
TLEFWVE LT, 9bclicbE LTRIEDESE S
Fgrlloclic, 20T HAZMDITYE 5 2 &<,
WHEEES TR I BMEFDICT 5K 51C78D
F Lo 10 fild, TNEERESUILDOERL? Sb I
LicbaR->T RS>k l, - TKEB T
ETLx S, INPS b R-TIRSBILED LWL
EL bR LEEbEMICHEENTFTVET, 11 73
fedife b TRBIL Tl EE v, 2o T hiE, £1<
DODANDOBETOIZLELBIZHALNILEAITOWVWT,

7)) XV E L TO TR

ZLDOANA bz LicboiewicEgrssiFcin
5L BDTE, CHILEERLO)

6 ) Neil Keeble iZ & % 71 % £ {4, John Bunyan, The
Pilgrim’s Progress, (Oxford, 1984; 1998) , p. 268.
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7) %o REESITE (Acts 20:22-24) ITBWL T, O
BIioKHEHTE O, RN B, SV FEEBENS
ZHTEBD, TOTELRFEBEOLD L 51,

8) b UyMHEWI Y A ik, HITFEEICH B S ik
FTil, fREELN, FEZRE o TV BIEE
FIrRREIC AN S htc, KFFBE TIRIRLTE L TV
B Ly vThoteh, EHOWAE L -1-HHD
B, BIREB W, 7YXy o T, ¥ 52
LIRTETH, VR ARWBEHB, SteEET 5 &
F72 <, MR BERNSHERENZ 2, 4V 0
BEREORNICE > THTF AL LD ARZKD T
B, TORYDLREIBEL LN TOWS D,
WeAaRMFEEE L LT, TREER] oF % (Faithful)
EEFNTHE S DL WV,

) FIR LTS vy ReZAETEVa veF oA ILED,
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