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Traces of Violence in This Flat Earth

ITO Yukari

Abstract

Lindsey Ferrentino’s This Flat Earth depicts how the shooting in school, in which nine pupils

were victimized, affects a thirteen-year-old girl. Without any specific description of the violence, the

aftermath of the shooting reveals itself in three ways. The first way is how the protagonist, Julie,

responds to the event. At first she cannot express her feelings about the shooting at all; gradually she

struggles to find out her true reactions to the violent event as well as what the shooting implicates to

her. The second thing the play relates is the reactions of the adults: Julie’s father, Dan, and Lisa, the

mother of one of the victims. Whereas Dan focuses on dealing with his daughter, Lisa tries to keep

doing what and how she did before her daughter was victimized. Lisa’s behavior leads to the critical

change in Julie’s life. Finally, in responding to the shooting and its influence on the adults, Julie

develops her relationship with her neighbor, which gives her a new perspective on her life from the

past to the future. Thus, the violence of the shooting brings about the significant changes in the lives

of the characters.
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JULIE : And—

DAN : Wind—

JULIE : And—

DAN : Rain.

JULIE : And—

DAN : We're in here. And it's all outside---
(4-5)
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It was for this reason, I think—because the
place is so specific, for me, and loaded with
so many commonplace associations—that
I experienced, in the days that followed
the shooting at Sandy Hook, a particular
quality of dissociation and disorientation;
a cowed, confused struggle to integrate
the unfathomable into my conception
of a place that previously felt not just
safe, but (and here, a privilege reveals
itself) ordinary; an inability to square the
horrifying information with the benign
banality of what once felt like the truth.

It's a dissonance that Lindsey captures
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with extraordinary precision and

sensitivity in This Flat Earth.%
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ZANDER . —please, could you please stop
talking like you don't care about people
dying.

JULIE : I do care. But I'm not—SAD—Are
you?

ZANDER: -

JULIE : IT'S sad, horrible, the WORST
thing literally ever, but—I wish everybody
would shut-up about how sad they are so
they'd tell us why.

ZANDER : .I cried more when my dog

died. Does that make me a bad person?
JULIE : You knew your dog better plus he

could do so many cool tricks. (28)
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LISA @ If Julie had the bathroom pass,
so was on the other side of the building
where she wasn't even supposed to be.
Julie backs up towards her window and runs
up the fire escape.

LISA © —and when the school reopens,
you don't know what to do. ‘Cause you're
used to driving there every day. Your
morning routine. But now you don't
have one, somehow. But you get dressed,
somehow. You drive to school, even
though your back seat is empty and you
feel like an idiot, but you drive to your
child's school, ‘cause that is. STILL. My
child's school. And always will be. And

will soon be my son's! (67)
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Do you wear shoes in a coffin? And do
your hair and nails keep growing after
you die? And why do kids keep dying?!?
And are you mad you spent money on
braces if her teeth never got straight and
if when she was a baby you knew she'd
only ever be thirteen would you have even
sent her to school because what's the point,

wouldn't you just rather hold her????—

did you now at her sixth birthday, her life
was halfway done? (102)
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CLORIS : I was your age. Then I was
married. Days go by. One day you're
married thirty years. The next, he's been

dead for ten.
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JULIE : —Idon't get it.
CLORIS : I don't either. But felt about
time. (63)
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