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Ashmole, Hollar, and the Order of the Garter

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract
Elias Ashmole's The Institution, Laws and Ceremonies of the Most Noble Order of the Garter (1672),

records the history and the traditional practices of the medieval Order of the Garter. This study

attempts to analyse Ashmole's motive in writing this book, which is amply illustrated by prints by

Wenceslaus Hollar. In writing the book, Ashmole fully exercised his knowledge and expertise as an

antiquary and a herald, and Hollar's topographical, numismatic, and heraldic illustrations served as

perfect accompaniments in fulfilling the author's aims. Ashmole not only succeeded in providing the

readers with exact images of the Garter processions and the feast, to help them understand the rules

and ceremonies of the Garter, but also in publishing a book which satisfied and pleased its readers,

among whom would have been royalty. By looking at the relationship between text and image, this

study concludes that the author, a renowned seventeenth-century antiquary and herald, was well

aware of the importance of recording or recreating what was left of England's past and used Hollar's

illustrations to reinforce his messages.
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As I ever had a great veneration for
the most Noble Order of the Garter, so
must it needs be imagined, that I was
accordingly much concerned, in the late
unhappy times, to see the honor of it
trampled on, and it self sunk into a very
low esteem among us. That reflection
put me upon thoughts, not only of doing
something, that might inform the world of
the Nobleness of this Institution, and the
Glory which in process of time it acquired,
both at home and abroad; but also of
drawing up, in the nature of a Formulary,
both the Legal and Ceremonial part
thereof, for the better conduct of such, as
might be therein afterwards concerned,
in case the Eclipse, it then waded under
in our Horizon, should prove of so long
continuance, as that many occurrences,
worthy of knowledge, might come to be in

a manner forgotten.
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