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Abstract

In 2020, English education changed in all public elementary schools in Japan. Now, English
education starts at third grade and is taught more formally as a subject to fifth and sixth graders.
This national reform with new curriculum needs to be further developed and improved due to the
large impact it has on English education. This paper analyzes the new course of study, focusing on
pronunciation instruction, and then examines the teacher training strategy of the government and the
prefecture. To examine the efficacy of the changes, elementary school teachers' attitudes toward the
new curriculum were studied through discussion, surveys, and classroom visits at local elementary
schools. The findings suggest that early foreign language education will be more effective if easy
phonetic explanations are added to chants and phonic activities. With these skills, teachers become
more confident, which can elicit better reactions from the students. This paper concludes that the
skills of performing chants, understanding phonics, and giving simplified phonetic explanations
should be taught in teacher training courses in university and should be reinforced at seminars for in-

service teachers.
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