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Horiguchi Daigaku’s Translation and His Own Poems:
Reading Poets Under the Moon Through Perspective of the Translator

OMURA Azusa

Abstract

Horiguchi Daigaku is best known as a translator, particularly for editing and translating Gekka
no ichigun (Poets Under the Moon, 1925), an anthology of Western poems, into Japanese. However, he
began his career as a poet and only gradually became interested in translation. His experience of living
abroad in the most his twenties was an asset to building a career as a translator. This paper discusses
what Gekka no ichigun reveals about Horiguchi’s perspective of Western culture and compares Gekka
no ichigun with Sango shu (Coral Anthology, 1913), a collection of Western poems translated and edited
by Nagai Kafu, in order to grasp the connection between Horiguchi’s career as a poet and a translator.
For example, particular world Horiguchi used in his translation can also be found in his own poems.
Prevailing scholarship emphasizes the influence of Western poetry translation on Modern Japanese
poetry; however, I argue that the influences sometimes went in the opposite direction. That is to say,
Horiguchi’s writing style, which was cultivated under Yosano Akiko, Tekkan and Nagai Kafu, affected

his translation and consequently the young authors who learned the new style of writing from his

translations.
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‘Chant d’automne’

I

Bient6t nous plongerons dans les froides
ténebres;

Adieu, vive clarté de nos étés trop courts!

J'entends déja tomber avec des chocs
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funébres

Le bois retentissant sur le pavé des cours.

Tout I'hiver va rentrer dans mon étre: colere,
Haine, frissons, horreur, labeur dur et forcé,
Et, comme le soleil dans son enfer polaire,
Mon cceur ne sera plus qu'un bloc rouge et

glacé.

J'écoute en frémissant chaque biche qui
tombe;
L'échafaud qu'on batit n’a pas d'écho plus
sourd.
Mon esprit est pareil a la tour qui succombe

Sous les coups du bélier infatigable et lourd.

Il me semble, bercé par ce choc monotone,
Qu’on cloue en grande hate un cercueil
quelque part.

Pour qui?- C'était hier I'été; voici I'automne!
Ce bruit mystérieux sonne comme un
29)

départ.
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