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The Tongue Clicking of Thai People:

Its Meaning in Multimodal Interaction

HAGIWARA Takae  IKETANI Kiyomi

Abstract

This paper analyzes tongue clicks of Thai people by looking into the data which consists of
2-party interactions (in Japanese), 3-party interactions (in Thai and Japanese) and 2-and 3-party
interactions in Thai TV drama. We present an overview of multimodal analysis of tongue clicks,
considering facial expressions, gaze, gestures and speech extracted from visual data. Tongue clicks in
Japanese language culture are usually described as paralinguistic vocalizations to signal disapproval
or irritation. However, our observations suggest that there exists other type of tongue clicks in Thai
culture. Specifically, tongue clicks in Thai culture can be divided into two categories: cognitive and
emotional. One is used as discourse markers: 1) indexing a new explanation sequence in a conversation
or 2) implying that the speaker is still in the process of thinking or searching for what to say.
The other functions as expressing positive or negative emotional information such as pleasure or
disapproval. The findings of this paper indicate that the Japanese way of viewing tongue clicks is not
universal; it is merely one way of interpreting meanings derived from tongue clicks. Data from more

languages would be useful to check these findings.
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