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"New Age" for Old Age?: A Study on Ageing in 18th century English Novel

HATANAKA Azumi

Abstract

This paper aims to show the perception of old age and aging among people in 18th century
England. The philosophes in the 18th century eagerly pondered their prospective futures and the
perfection of humans. Some of them, especially William Godwin and Condorcet, even believed that
the human life span would progressively get longer. Thomas Malthus wrote An Essay on the Principle
of Population, denying the optimistic hypothesis of Godwin and Condorcet, but even Malthus partly
agreed with the idea that human beings can develop a better breed of themselves. Since this was the
Age of Enlightenment, these intelligent men believed in the power of science, and experiments might
have assured them of the possibility of making a better breed of humans. However, Jonathan Swift
did not share this ideal view. In his most famous fiction, Gulliver's Travels, Swift satirically described
the immortal Struldbruggs in the Kingdom of Luggnugg. Although all these men in the 18th century
believed in the power of reason, their attitude towards science resulted in different perceptions of old

age among them.
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When they [Struldbruggs] came to
Fourscore Years, which is reckoned the
Extremity of living in this Country,
they had not only all the Follies and
Infirmities of other old Men, but many
more which arose from the dreadful
Prospect of never dying. They were not
only opinionative, peevish, covetous,
morose, vain, talkative; but incapable
of Friendship, and dead to all natural
Affection, which never descended below
their Grand-children. Envy and impotent
Desires are their prevailing Passions. But
those Objects against which their Envy
seems principally directed, are the Vices
of the younger Sort and the Deaths of the
old. By reflecting on the former, they find
themselves cut off from all Possibility
of Pleasure; and whenever they see a
Funeral, they lament and repine that
others have gone to a Harbour of Rest to
which they themselves never can hope
to arrive. They have no Remembrance
of anything but what they learned and
observed in their Youth and middle-Age,
and even that is very imperfect: And for
the Truth or Particulars of any Fact, it is
safer to depend on common Traditions
than upon their best Recollections. The
least miserable among them, appear to be

those who turn to Dotage, and entirely
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lose their Memories; these meet with more
Pity and Assistance, because they want
many bad Qualities which abound in
others. [*+*]

As soon as they have completed the Term
of Eighty Years, they are looked on as
dead in Law; their Heirs immediately
succeed to their Estates, only a small
Pittance is reserved for their Support; and
the poor ones are maintained at the public
Charge. After that Period they are held
incapable of any Employment of Trust
or Profit; they cannot purchase Lands, or
take Leases, neither are they allowed to
be Witnesses in any Cause, either Civil
or Criminal, not even for the Decision of

Meers and Bounds.*”
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I could not but agree, that the Laws of
this Kingdom relative to the Struldbruggs
were founded upon the strongest Reasons,
and such as any other Country would be
under the Necessity of enacting, in the
like Circumstances. Otherwise, as Avarice
is the necessary Consequence of old Age,

those Immortals would in time become

Proprietors of the whole Nation, and
engross the Civil Power; which, for want
of Abilities to manage, must end in the
Ruin of the Public.*”
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But, in three Hours travelling, the Scene
was wholly altered; we came into a most
beautiful Country; Farmers Houses at
small Distances, neatly built, the Fields
enclosed, containing Vineyards, Corn-
grounds and Meadows. Neither do I
remember to have seen a more delightful
Prospect. His Excellency observed my
Countenance to clear up; he told me with
a Sigh, that there his Estate began, and
would continue the same till we should

come to his House. That his Countrymen
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ridiculed and despised him for managing
his Affairs no better, and for setting so
ill an Example to the Kingdom; which
however was followed by very few, such
as were old and wilful, and weak like

himself.?”

HN) T r —DEXEEL TV DB & TR,
LA —=F WG T EE2>XEMNS ] (with a
Sigh). ZEHS O HHOEHFEREO A4 »
SHHZZ I CTHB 0. Hoo ki DEHETHV
FEFO | PMCREMNT 2 b0 EVgwEET
HHI. EHADOULG EOAFEITET 2D
2ot WMOHERA0FEFT A OHRENLE -2
JERB TR LE -7 TORE, I —FDAX
DI ANPINT B2 717> Ty LIESSHAEL
DH, BEFENAHECPOAHICTOT T —F
RE L7cDThH b, 54— FofE Rl o
WEBEE ST, Lo mERbE-> TikRo»
FTANLBBNIcDE, O [REEFERT #
7 3 — | (Academy of Projectors) % i, <
NIFB00 2K KOMWEREEZY T 277 3 —
<. B9 % [l | (Projectors) 3+ =2
Voo HobEI T 2 FEER, EEL B YIRS
FE, KEBEOTRKEAEL TR L, SF8F
K%ﬁ£%%&bfhéo

[l ] 725 5. o BELLET
% B, A/—f4W@;5u\E%%m©@
HTHEEFB L TERLAL EDOMLEREATL,
LoL. 7A7 3 =D ANx2D [{0H]] (Projects)
MEN—DELTHEUELTESLT, TDLDIS
DIEZ 2 [WE| EPoBVDE Th > THHEH
INBVbsELobbhbLHIT, AU 47
FELELTVWREDIRL, —F 4 HaRELT
BIEHEHINTETH 5 & RREEWIE W A S5
Dz b, TOTATFI—A2R T - BT,
AT e ===t EITEEFE D
VWEWIKITRB ST, LLAAM VI TV FITKR
élt%%zéﬁf“é;&ﬂb%\ﬁﬁﬁ%®
BEpE zicEob a8 s V- 7o b DITKEE %
ZFOTREWIERBHALATH B,



HELEBEDFTE I LIRUEN R EBREER L. No.14 (2019)

CITHHI—ERINIAFTS /7D EAED0
HLcw, o EEomwEANLS ErTEEN .
LULAAT ENTERVLDITEBOEANLD
LEMHEIITER L cHEAEE LTHELNTW I, ©
OMHIDMEE X, THTF I —DALICHIT SNt
HE R —RELZ X5 Bbn b0, Eid,
ELHEZE»E 288152 K>T0BEEWV I M
KBV TRLELTVWEEVZ B, NIL=/"—Ft
DOETHIEVWPLONTWVWE A/, —F 4 HIEHOL
POHICHBERTEREL TV A, [HETY
WEEED JTH -1z, L LUHBEIE RS &0 -
fos fEHR TR EZEACHEORHTH 21D LS
BEAONTOAIHEZFICETI RN O b, &/ —
FTAWMEIEOEMERD, SENBEIZLD
TEHIZT>TWE, HIETH 7 I —DRl#E
LR bEbE TRV VWHEOR bR TH B &
SABDTEHIBVWIEAI e DED, AV 4 7
BENTVWEDIF, MEERTEVWDL I EENH
Rclidtd <, IELKEEEZEH» & 2581255
TERSHDTRIZVES I D,

2 47 b1 T — 0w NTE AT
ma it MEiHamE ) icB0THRIK - (ERIko
AHTH O, HEEW P ORTFIEAEATD 5
&R THY Y > —friTic] OfFhox 3%
BIEY —FDPOEANE I ENTEEMN,
WZADHMNIE [ 2D AT ] (aSort of
Projector)® Tdh -7 EFEALH ) T 7> —E 2 4
7 hMAEERGDODYE L5, HRAFEL8E D 2
v 7 bbb, BEERLLITK > THMESE
Bz \WTHs00b LAV WbW 3 E
NhFEDICbHEIHINTHINEIA IV TS
TN AV 4 7 MBS EOEVICENT SV
TWIEDTRBOWNAEEZSIEEZ—NICKEDZ 3
My AT 4 7 b3 —F WAk, 2947 &
BWAED A ) 7 7 — DB E K5 AME L
TEhIcH = Lic, 2O EMLL, AW 4 7 b
WIEEHOEEEARLEN O, 28T 1 YHEEk
EMFTLERNTT 4 TTREBVEROA A —YD
i AFrRicii & g Tk affErE AR LTV B
VWA BEA,

3. BhUIC

ANimTlr, BEEBEOFEDHZ O L 184D
DA FY 2BV T, FEFEoingkmeREEICE
SbBHERNICE O BBEPFHICH A BT
WTEZ T, T 18NS TH ATH Y & > —
FRATRE] ICBVT, 2y 4 7 Y ORI R
I Loo, HEAEET 260 L L TEVER
S cwicafetE AR Uic, TEYE 1k 2 TH
W | AR L VbN B 18I DHIERA
B, BEoick 3 AoEiEom B, 0w T
. FHRIc L 2B T ARZTRSE 5 2 L E2F
C. ThZhonBicB W TfEE2ER L T &k,
LA L. BEEEREE i, RIS | [F
FOrHORY | OMHAERET EIEbH - 1
ZD &S BHEICB VLT, —EHORERNAI B IEA
M OHFMBMRICIEY 5 £ (2 U, TNITKGRER
IhiFa&Eb W, L. FHaaDmEICK R
HZHEICHBVTT 6, BFICk 5 Aertaom k.
g AHOHREE VS HEZEE TV T bt
AHD Z EnTEL,

— G2 4 7 ME, 18 LA S R E T (3
RER IS B 1o, B ATEOR A b 5 v
K75 73 EABE - INEEORME L THE
WS, TH ) Y 7 —fikiTic] BT 2D 4 7
Ml BT NEZADOZR OV TV, A
HOWMRELTWEDIF THEOER] 1I2h->T
HEERO, BEEEE LSS BH#ALL T
Ho T, TNIRHES D —EE ZEFIRICESR L 72
REP 5L 5, BETObH-oTRELNE
EZOND, SHITE WL, 18R
BOhricid-T, DA TEMEVIEZ@EL
T, Wl ota 2 L cRE 2 4
7D THY Y > —fiTic) 3. AEREREEA
AW 47 NEMNS I ETE I, BEENSIRH %
FE4 L N SERE TS - conb LA
0,

SARDFFE L JSPSRHtE GREERS © 18K12320)
0)-&115‘272%”'71: %@T—d—o



[ LW o2 @ 18 HHd A F ) 2/NIcB T 3 EEITHOWTDO—EK

iE

1) 7%y bet A v, TEVORES] AR NHHR, BES,
20094, pp.350-352.

2) Ibid, 350.

) INSLEFMRCODVTHEL S EE THA K
Bl 22, FESERICFEE L 72 Gruman i [ E Hdy
(Prolongevity) %+ —7— F &4 B30T TH
5o A/NGwITBVTH, B S aticBId 5 E SRRy
MIZ>WVWTIE Gruman #2412 L7z (Gruman, Gerald
J. "A History of Ideas about the Prolongation of
Life: The Evolution of Prolongevity Hypotheses to
1800" Transactions of the American Philosophical
Society. Vol.56, Part9. 1996.)

4) €= — 74 THHOMY: -3 —o» VEZEHD
et = HRINAER»IH 3 2 VY > HEE 19824,
P2, EEFTFREMEOMEARZA ¥ 22T TEL
3 —u oy NSRRI, WS - B - BUA
FREOFHEHBATHERE LTERE L bONE
Wit 4 I8 HIEETEREMOMEALE 7 5
v 2iETH D [7 40 7] (philosophe) &5 S
Ex [P¥E] oFGEL LCTcRBECHVTYS (Hi
BE. p.io VIKE, ARIFKE TS 18l E M
DFEFENICHOVWTERT 2, FElZ L7 r v Y
TEVWSTFTEEHWEI L LT B,

5 ) Ibid, pp.3-6.

6 ) Ibid, p.13

7)) Ibid, p.24

8) Ibid, p.15

9 ) Gruman, p.7.

10) Thane, Pat. Old Age in English History: Past
Experiences, Present Issues. Oxford University
Press. 2000. P.19

11) 74, p.16

12) b=« mN—F « 22, TALE] BRI,
HSCHEL 20114, p.95,

13) Mtk i, Ea—a3ABO TEHXT 51ER] %
PEE L2 0, EE VI BRABTF— <2 -TL
T oBRsaEbishotcEvd (K1, pT75),

1) vxH vy 2O Y = 2 F7OER, VA Ve T
+ o (Luigi Cornaro, 1464-1566) & i 'k 3 3% &
(hygienist) OftEE VI LI, AEAD LB 30E
THAR A0 THEEDFE S & & - i REH D
IO THED L AFHIREZRXUER Htd. 1027
ODEHELES Ui (avFo, A VU, THERFRE:
/N OS] hE XEHRIR - B, PHP B FERT.
20124F),

15) Gruman, p. 75.

16) Ibid, pp.85-88.

17) =y 2, TAOGRS. p.134.

18) Ibid, pp.133-134.

19) Ibid, pp.129-130.

20) Gruman, pp. 82-83.

2D IhooBYIEEIE. AR AE LB OYIEE D E M
KB Ebd ot &AW, 18 ITB T 28
MERTE-> L bAZLEDODVEDEF A 57U TOD
EERlTd O s EE DA — Y VY > — = (Luigi
Galvani, 1737-1798) %34 = v J& O fif; A D I />
S, BV O AER) & B OB L 2 &
ThA A5, #7 Y vV — (Mary Shelley, 1797-
1851) Itk 2 NFAEDWRETH B 75 v vy a
5 4 v ) (Frankenstein, 1818) T, ¥ % g4
BY AU =TTy a s A YDEEOR %
HoL7c it LTERZRSTEY — FALIE LI
ANy —=OREEEEMN T 505 (P, pp.26-
2o (75 vrvyvas 4 v]ico0TlE, 75V R
DEERIZ « * ~ ) -0 TARBWGR] (1747) OEE
bR E N3 (EE. pp. 219-221), HHFD A %1
E o T, BEoJEEb omoEtE b - TRIE
L. SSICRABOENE b 1AL 50
DEHICbEbNIcDTHAD, =5 — A
Age of Enlightenment D15/ T, 74 7 4w K o /N —
bY - TARER] i, SHEEHED>BRD %
o [k#] oS TcAOEHLZHHL LS LT3
¥ D % "a mechanical principle" & ZE L TW 53
(Gay, Age of Enlightenment, p.102), 452 T ML
OEBEPSHEFTFNIT S Lo E VA 2 AR
DN OREEIC A Bt W TIE, BlfEE L
Bz,

22) Jonathan Swift. Gulliver's Travels. Ed. Robert A.
Greenberg. New York: Norton. 1970. pp.178-180.

23) Ibid, 181-182.

24) Ibid, 184.

25) Ibid, 133.

26) Ibid, 140.

27) & T, ARSI . B, [T ) ¥ > —fikfT
SO URER  ERURD | AR E)E. 20134F, p.304.

28) Ibid, pp.293-294.

29) Swift, p.150.

30) J5iH « Ai#S « 2. pp. 318 — 319.

31) Swift, p.152.

32) LOFIHER»SE. XU 4 7 FBES T A
A4y TELFES LI ER, THTF I &L EFAICE
W EER DR S EEESEC SN b JEE - JRES -
M. pp.324-325.),



HELEBEDFTE I LIRUEN R EBREER L. No.14 (2019)

SEH—E&

Gay, Peter. Age of Enlightenment: Great Ages of Man.
Amsterdam: Time-Life Books. 1966

Gruman, Gerald J. "A History of Ideas about
the Prolongation of Life: The Evolution of
Prolongevity Hypotheses to 1800" Transactions of
the American Philosophical Society. Vol.56, Part9.
1996.

Thane, Pat. Old Age in English History: Past Experiences,
Present Issues. Oxford University Press. 2000. P.19

Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver's Travels. Ed. Robert A.
Greenberg. New York: Norton. 1970.

T Fw | vg Y, TR M NE D)) T LERR
figssi. PHPWFEAT. 20124F

FAL =% —, T[HHORY—3 — o » ~EZFEIH O
S —] FINAEE PR, ¥ 30y > FRE. 198245,

S AN W = AT ) 173 S 7 NI = <X I R 7 N
20094,

TR bR emoN— b DAL AR, X
L 20114,

WEER (75 v rvvaddvearrLry s 2| T
KT 79 V— 175 v v vasd4rnbd
DO FEE T E MR, ASCGERE. 20044,

JE T « IRESILZ « AR, T4 ) & > —JRiTac )
HURAER - ERURD L EEIE. 20134,

B MIET MR AR T 75 v vy a v 4 v il
) th A&, 20054F,



