INFIRREE

B D 7= DI ER D A
I ETAR (R

E—%— <72 M7%— 8 GrEgh#m

fiigk  BHZE (34)
B K (3E)

Using Local Folktales in Elementary School English Education
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Abstract
An English booklet Little Gems of Yamanashi was published in March 2017 by Yamanashi
Prefectural University. It is a supplementary teaching material which aims to introduce local
folktales in simple English to elementary schoolchildren living in Yamanashi Prefecture.
This essay describes how the folktales were chosen, translated and edited. It also describes
the aims of the work within the context of changes being implemented in the English
curriculum for elementary schools by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology.
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1. The Magic Drawers
(A story from Kamikuishiki Village)

Once upon a time there were two young men.
They worked in the mountains and made charcoal
from wood.

One night the two young men lost their way.

They found a house.
A kind girl opened the door.

She said they could stay.

The girl showed the two men a chest of drawers.
She told them never to open the drawers.

They promised, and the girl went away.

After she was gone,

the men wanted to open the drawers.

They broke their promise.

Beautiful rice paddies were in the drawers.
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Each drawer had wonderful scenes of

spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

The men opened all the drawers.

They enjoyed looking at the beautiful scenes.
Then the girl came back.

She was upset.

She ran away crying.

Suddenly, everything disappeared.
No house, no drawers, nothing was there.

They were alone in the middle of the rice paddy.

2. The Power of Miso-soup

(A story from Hayakawa Village)
A very strong man lived with his mother.
He ate a lot.

He especially loved miso soup.

He was stronger than anybody in the village.
He was very proud of his power.

He was too proud.

People didn’t like the strong man.

One day they decided to trick him.

They made a heavy cage for trapping bears.

They put stones in it.

People asked the strong man to show his power.
He was so confident.

“I can lift the bear trap,” he said.

But he had skipped breakfast that morning.

He could not lift the trap.

He tried. He tried again and again.

Finally, he fell down and died.

Someone told his mother, “Your son died.”
Then she said,

“This morning, my boy skipped breakfast.

He didn’t have miso soup.

That’s why he died. Miso soup gives you power.

You must have your breakfast everyday.”
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3. Saruhashi: The Monkey Bridge
(A story from Otsuki City)
About 1400 years ago, in the time of Empress Suiko,

people wanted a bridge across the Katsura River.

Shirako was a wise old man with white hair.

He had a white beard, and he wore white clothes.
People asked Shirako to build a bridge.

“Shirako, we want a bridge. Please build a bridge.”
But the river was too wide. The cliffs were too high.

Shirako tried, but it wasn’t easy to build a bridge.

One day, Shirako saw some monkeys across the
river.

One big monkey, two big monkeys,

three big monkeys, four big monkeys,

five big monkeys, six big monkeys

climbed down a vine hanging over the river.

They swung the vine until they got hold of a vine
on Shirako’s side of the river.

What? A monkey bridge!

Then, one by one,

the little monkeys crossed this monkey bridge.

“TI've got it!” cried Shirako.

Shirako started to build a bridge.
One big ramp, two big ramps,
three big ramps, four big ramps,
five big ramps, six big ramps,
from both sides of the river.

Finally there was a bridge over the river.

The people were very happy.
They had a bridge now.
The Monkey Bridge, or Saruhashi, is still there.

4 . The Money Well (A story from Masuho Village)
Once upon a time, there was a well

at Myoji Temple in Tsukiyone.

An old woman danced by the well every night.

She had long white hair, and she always wore gold
clothes.

People believed that the woman was rich.

She always lent money to people in need.

One night, a lazy man, Takichi, was taking a walk.
He complained,

“I'm having trouble. My mother is sick, and I need
money.”

Then he fell asleep near the well.

When he woke up the next morning,
he found many coins on the ground.
“Wow, I got money!” he said.

He took the coins home.

This story quickly spread among the villagers.
“The old woman lent the money to Takichi,” they

said.

After that, Takichi became lazier.

He didn’t work, and drank sake from early in the
morning.

He used up all the money.

He never thought he should give the money back.

One day, the old woman who wore gold clothes
disappeared.

After that, a thin, hairless, witch-like old woman was
seen

by the well every night.

She called to people passing by,

“Where’s my money? Return my money!”

Because of this, everybody was afraid to go out at
night.

Some people were angry with Takichi.

They went to his house.

But when they got there,

they found he had died from drinking too much.



One person said, “Maybe the old woman is a ghost.”
So they asked the priest
to send the spirit of the old woman to heaven.

He said, “Pray for her, and I will do it.”

The old woman’s spirit went to heaven.

Nobody ever saw her in the village again.

5. The Ridgepole of Zenkoji

(A story from Kofu City)
400 years ago, the powerful Takeda Shingen ruled
the Kingdom of Kai (present day Yamanashi).
Takeda Shingen decided to build a big temple,
Zenkoji
in the village of Itagaki.

Workers looked for a big tree,

a tree big enough to become the temple ridgepole.

A carpenter found a big willow tree in the village of
Takabatake.

“Wow! What a big, old tree!” he said.

“It will make a nice ridgepole.”

He decided to use this big willow tree for the

temple.

Okoto, a beautiful girl, lived near Takabatake.
Okoto had a boyfriend.

She met him every night.

They wanted to get married,

but the boy never talked about his family.

He never even told Okoto his name.

One night, the boy came to see Okoto.

He looked sad.

She said, “What’s wrong?”

He cried and said,

“To tell you the truth, I'm a spirit.

I am the spirit of the big willow tree in Takabatake.
Takeda Shingen is going to build Zenkoji Temple.
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Tomorrow, I will be cut down to become the temple
ridgepole.

If I am cut down, I will not move.

But I will move if I hear your beautiful voice.”

Then he disappeared, and Okoto cried.

The next morning, Okoto ran to Takabatake.
When she got there,

the big willow tree had been cut down.

Many woodcutters were trying to move the tree,
but the tree would not move.

It was very strange.

The woodcutters gave up and sat down.

“Please let me try,” said Okoto, and she sang a song.

Suddenly, the big willow tree began to move.

The woodcutters chanted, “Yoikorasho, yoikorasho”
in time with her song.

Finally, the big willow tree arrived in Itagaki.

It became the ridgepole of Zenkoji Temple.

This story greatly impressed Takeda Shingen.
He gave Okoto many gifts.
The ridgepole held up the roof of Zenkoji Temple

for many years to come.

6. Ryuo: The Story of the Dragon King
(A story from Ryuo Village)
Long, long ago, a dragon king lived in a big pond
along the Kamanashi River.
One day, a bad monk drained the pond.
The dragon king lost his home.
He had to live in a small pond now.
The dragon king was angry.

He made heavy rain fall every autumn.

When the heavy rain began to fall,
the people ran up the hill
to get away from the rising water.

They cried, “Oh, the dragon king is angry!”
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The rain flooded their paddy fields.

They could not harvest much rice.

The people asked a monk, Soukenzenji, to stop the
angry dragon.

Soukenzenji went to the small pond and found the
dragon.

The dragon king attacked,

but Soukenzenji was very brave.

He threw a good-luck charm at the dragon king.

The dragon king hid in the pond.

Several days later,

a handsome prince appeared in Soukenzenji’s dream.
The prince said,

“I am the dragon king living in the small pond.

I know that I did many bad things.

Thanks to your good-luck charm,

I feel happy now.

I want to do something good for people.”

Soukenzenji answered,

“You have a good heart.

The water in this village is bad.
Please give us clean water.”

“I will,” the prince said, and he disappeared.

The next morning, Soukenzenji got up early.

“That was a strange dream,” he said

Soukenzenji went out into the temple garden.

He rubbed his eyes.

Clean water was flowing from the spring in the
garden.

Soukenzenji told this news to the village people.

Everyone was very happy.

Many years have passed,
but clean, “Dragon King water” still flows from the

spring at Jishoji Temple.

7 . The Golden Cakes
(A story from Hayakawa Village)
Once upon a time in a small village,
two old people lived next to each other.
The woman was very kind.

The man was very mean.

One day a priest walked by.

He asked the old woman and the old man
the way to Minobu Temple.

The old man was not nice to the priest.

The old woman kindly showed him the way.

In the afternoon, the old man visited the woman’s
house

to have tea and cakes together.

But she only had one cake left in the jar.

He was greedy and asked for more.

She wondered what to do.

Then more cakes appeared in the jar.
Soon the jar was full of cakes.
The old woman gave some cakes to the old man.

He took the cakes home.

In the evening, the old woman’s jar was filled with
gold.

She lived happily ever after.

That same evening, the old man wanted to eat his
cakes.

But the cakes had turned into horse droppings.
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