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Benjamin Keach and Nonconformsist Print Culture

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract
Benjamin Keach was a nonconformist writer of the seventeenth century, who
published a large number of religious books and articles. But he was among
those who have largely been ignored since the eighteenth century. This study
aims to make clear that Keach is worth reconsidering as an important author in
English literature, by tracing his footsteps as a religious and historical figure and
by examining his literary career. He used the prints as a means of publicizing
nonconformists’ voices, and successfully conveyed his attitudes toward the
contemporary religious and political situations to his readers. He was one of the
bestselling authors of the late seventeenth century, whose works were read by
people of all walks of life. This study concludes that his publications are a good
example of the print culture of his day, with special references to one of his major

works The Travels of True Godliness.
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He is a Popular Preacher, and (as appears
by his awakening Sermons) understands
the humour and necessity of his Audience.
His practical books have met with a kind
reception; and I believe his “War with the
Devil” and “Travels of True Godliness,” (of
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