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The Role of Translators in Modern Japan: Horiguchi Daigaku and Muraoka Hanako

OMURA Azusa

Abstract

Research on translation has been changing its direction to cultural issues from a narrow linguistic approach.
And it certainly leads researchers to explore various aspects of this research field, such as translation between
different languages and vernacular translation. In any case, ‘translation’ is influenced by the times and readers.
This paper will focus on two translators in modern Japan, Horiguchi Daigaku and Muraoka Hanako, and how their
translation built modern Japanese culture.

Horiguchi Daigaku and Muraoka Hanako were known as prominent translators through the Taisho and
Showa periods. Horiguchi learnt French and Western culture from his stepmother and experiences abroad in his
20s and early 30s. On the other hand, Muraoka visited America in 1967. This was her only experience of other
countries. She studied English at Toyo Eiwa Women’s School and also gained knowledge of Western culture from
Canadian female missionaries. While Horiguchi preferred to introduce Modern French poetry and prose, Muraoka
chose ‘Katei bungaku’ written in English as texts to translate. Horiguchi’s translations attracted young novelists
who pursued a new literary style. Young girls, particularly teenagers, enjoyed the fascinating stories in Muraoka’s
translation that they could not have in Japanese traditional literature.

This paper will compare the background of Horiguchi and Muraoka, readers of their translations and their
translations themselves. Both translators possessed a knowledge of traditional Japanese classics and created a
new literary category in Japanese literary history: Modernist literature and ‘Katei bungaku’. Modern Japanese
culture consisted of various elements affected by Western culture and this paper will shed some light on the
process of how Modern Japanese culture was created.
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— Vous, peut-étre. D’ailleurs, il est pis
que cela: c’est un génie. Une super-nature.
Personne ne peut suivre sa conversation
sophistiquée. Comme les génies, il est toujours
en retard, mal habillé, mal rasé, et des qu’il
se met au lit on 'appelle au téléphone. Rien
ne lui est impossible. C’est Aladin. Ses mains
s’ouvrent ainsi que des cornets-surprise. Il
comble tout le monde de cadeaux. Alors, c’est
comme s’il ne m’en faisait pas. Par des voies
inconnues il m’envoie des fleurs qui tombent
chez moi; comme des bombes. C’est un

“artiste”.?”
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“She knows, of course, that you and I, and half
the town are playing the game with her, and
that we—we are wonderfully happier because

we ARE playing it.”*
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“Of course I don’t mean the kind of glad that’s
sinfully proud,” she explained, searching Mrs.
Carew’s face with anxious eyes. “Maybe you
thought I did, same as Aunt Polly used to,
sometimes. I don’t mean the kind that’s glad
because you've got something somebody else

can’t have; but the kind that just—just makes
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you want to shout and yell and bang doors,
you know, even if it isn’t proper,” she finished,

dancing up and down on her toes.®
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