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History and Memories in the Plays of Suzan-Lori Parks

ITO Yukari

Abstract
Suzan-Lori Parks has been regarded as one of the most outstanding playwrights since the end of 1980s. With
her use of American vernacular language, unrealistic characters and setting as well as no definite storyline,
she has obtained the unique position in American drama. Another significant characteristic in her works is
history. In her history plays, Parks has always been aware of her important task of representing history of
black people which has been long neglected in the United States.

The America Play reveals a truth of history of black people through its main character, who insists he
resembles Abraham Lincoln and enacts the scene of assassination in the theme park. After his death, his
son digs the replica of the Great Hole of History in order to find the bones or other things to remember his
father. The play makes it clear that it is almost impossible to put black history on the stage because the
great hole takes in any memory related to black people.

Father Comes Home From the Wars is a three-part play which deals with history in a completely different
way. Its hero goes to the Civil War as a Confederate soldier and servant of his master. The play depicts how

war affects the protagonist, and the audience can find the difficulty of black people acquiring true freedom,

caused by their painful memories of having nothing and being nothing in the history of America.
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A play is a blueprint of an event: a way of
creating and rewriting history through the
medium of literature. Since history is a
recorded or remembered event, theatre, for
me, is the perfect place to “make” history—
that is, because so much of African-American
history has been unrecorded, dismembered,
washed out, one of my tasks as playwright is
to—through literature and the special strange

relationship between theatre and real-life—

locate the ancestral burial ground, dig for bones,
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find bones, hear the hones sing, write it down.
The bones tell us what was, is, will be; and
because their song is a play—something that
through a production actually happens—I'm
working theatre like an incubator to create
“new” historical events. I'm re-membering and
staging historical events which, through their
happening on stage, are ripe for inclusion in the

canon of history.”
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of thuh greats Hisself! Note: thuh body sitting
propped upright in our great Hole. Note the
large mouth opened wide. Note the top hat and
frock coat, just like the greats. Note the death
wound: thuh great black hole—thuh great black
hole in thuh great head.—And how this great
head is bleeding.—Note: thuh last words.—
And thuh last breaths.—And how thuh nation

mourns— (199)
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