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Horiguchi Daigaku’s Translation Practice and its Connection to Paul Morand in Japan

OMURA Azusa

Abstract
The Meiji Restoration (1868) required Japanese to create a new kind of written language appropriate for
describing modern Japan. Some novelists maintained a traditional style influenced by the Chinese classics,
others actively learned new expressions from translations of Western literature.

Horiguchi Daigaku was one of the most important of the translators through the Meiji, Taisho and
Showa periods. He cultivated his passion for literature by composing traditional verse in the genre called
Tanka and also Shintaishi (a new style of poetry), and further translated French poetry. Gekka no ichigun
(Poets Under the Moon), a translation volume of 340 poems written by 66 French poets, was published in
1925 and it gave an excellent start to his career as a translator. Aside from poetry, he translated some French
modernist novels, especially the fiction of Paul Morand. Most Japanese translations of Morand’s novels were
made by Horiguchi and Morand had been unknown before Horiguchi introduced him to Japanese literary
society. Horiguchi repeatedly wrote of Morand as a modernist writer and argued his language was exotic and
novel. This perspective undeniably influenced Japanese readers’ views of Morand’s works.

This paper will focus on three issues in order to investigate how the reputation of Paul Morand was
created in Japanese literary society of the 1920s and 1930s. First of all, evaluating Horiguchi Daigaku
as a translator in respect of his influence on the reputation of Morand’s works. Second, describing how
Horiguchi’s reading of Morand’s novels guided readers’ understanding of Morand’s use of language and also
of the author himself. Third, drawing a picture of how literary society in Japan at that time vitally needed
something exotic that could satisfy their aspiration for western/ modern culture. I will demonstrate how
Morand’s Japanese translations were influenced by Horiguchi’s reputation as a translator, his essays on
Morand and contemporary Japanese literary trends.
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— C’est une génération sacrifiée, madame,
les hommes sont devenus soldats, les femmes
sont devenues folles. Le destin y a ajouté
encore avec un joli lot de catastrophes. En
fait, Isabelle est victim de ce contre-snobisme
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[...] Des volumes dépareillés, des journaux...
Jamais un Frangais de mon age. J'y ai perdu
I'habitude de la parole et c’est ce qui en France
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