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Urban Transportation Development and Environmental & Social Consideration

in Asian Developing Countries

NINOMIYA Kosuke

Abstract

Many Asian countries are currently engines of global economic growth. Population and traffic
demands are also growing rapidly in major cities in the region. The Japanese government has
provided financial support to Asia as a primary donor, so that they may develop basic infrastructure
especially in the transportation sector as the foundation of their economic activities.

Road construction, however, seems to increase traffic demand causing heavier traffic congestion
and air pollution in major cites of developing countries. Feasibility studies for projects have been
conducted under an assumption that the benefits from road construction would compensate the costs.
I discuss alternative evaluation of the project feasibility with using a theoretical frame for the cost
and benefit of road construction projects. More careful environmental and social consideration process
was considered to be necessary, because it was concluded that we could not reduce traffic congestion
only by expanding roadways. Traffic congestion increases transportation time, putting a limit on the
time for production and aggravating air pollution.

Reviewing recent discussion of JICA’s environmental and social consideration advisory
committee, I discuss what should be the basic point of view for the future of sustainable development
of developing countries in Asia focusing on urban transportation sector. I introduce a case of

transportation development in Jakarta, Indonesia, and discuss the pros and cons of their future
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sustainable transportation.
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