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Advanced Japanese Language Learners’ Recognition of Semantic

Function of “wakeda”

: A Study through the Conversion from Spoken to

Written Expressions

ANDO Yoshiko

Abstract

The Japanese term, “wakeda”, is one of the challenging words for the learners to master the usage. It can also

be characterized mainly as a spoken expression rather than a written one.

This study conducted a comparative survey of non-native Japanese speakers (NNJS), who are also advanced

Japanese learners, with native Japanese speakers (N]S) to find out the extent of the advanced NNJS learners’

semantic recognition of “wakeda”. In doing so, the study asked the participants to convert spoken expressions

containing “wakeda” into written ones with the same meaning to compare and analyze how the use of “wakeda”

is handled in the both.

The result demonstrated the three usages of “wakeda” which: (1) mostly remains after conversion; (2) are
replaced with “noda”, the written equivalent of “wakeda”; and (3) does not affect the meaning of the sentence.
In comparison with the result of NJS group, “wakeda” used by NNJS tend to remain the same after conversion,

and their conversion into “noda” was less frequent.
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