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Abstract

This paper evaluates Japanese career-oriented and vocational education policy experimentally provided

as a part of school curriculum. The policy started in 2004, reflecting gloomy employment situation among

young generation and increase of youth not in education, employment or training (NEET). The government

aims to help students in the primary and secondary school to draw up blueprints of their career and life, and

let them find appropriate jobs soon after their graduation. The program consists of one-day job experience,

interviewing working people, and internships among others, and is implemented in limited number of schools.

We conducted a web survey to three thousand Japanese who are not in schools, colleges, and universities

aged from 16 to 31, to estimate the effects of the policy on their annual income. Using the difference-in-

differences (DID) estimator, we find that annual incomes of those who graduated from the designated schools

are 0.4—1.2 million yen higher than those of who graduated from other schools. We also show factors that do

not directly relate to the policy such as students’ leadership, fathers’ education and family environment affects

to their incomes.
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