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Shiba Shiro as a Hub of the Earliest Interactions between Japan and Philadelphia

TODA Tetsuko

Abstract
In the latter half of the nineteenth century, Philadelphia was a commercial, political and intellectual center,
attracting many visitors and students from Japan. Shiba Shiro, better known for his pen name Tokai Sanshi
was one of them. He studied in Philadelphia in the early 1880’s. He got acquainted with Philadelphia Friends
women, who later set up the Women’s Foreign Missionary Association of Friends of Philadelphia and started
Japan mission in 1885. Shiro successfully graduated from the Wharton School of Finance and Economy (of
the University of Pennsylvania), which was the first collegiate business school in the United States. His
achievement encouraged Iwasaki Hisaya (the future third Mitsubishi president) and other Mitsubishi people
to study at the University of Pennsylvania, especially at the Wharton School. In a way, Shiba Shiro urged
Philadelphia Friends to be related to Japan and inspired Japanese students to major in the newest and cutting-

edge academic field. This paper intends to reveal how Shiba Shiro played a significant role to connect

Japanese people and Philadelphia.
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