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A Study of the Catalogues of the Library of Laurence Sterne

TAKANO, Michiyo

Abstract

This study examines the catalogue of the books from the library of Laurence Sterne. The catalogue was

published by the York booksellers Todd and Sotheran in 1768, just after Sterne had passed away. It was not

an unusual practice in England that families sold the library of a deceased person, and the booksellers made

catalogues for the sale and distributed them to the prospective customers.

The catalogue contains a great deal of information about Sterne, but at the same time it also tells us what

the booksellers intended to do, and what kind of books were actually read, or were expected to be read, by the

contemporary readers. This study concentrates on analyzing the books as well as the booksellers’ tactics and

examines the way they made the catalogue as their business tool.
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CATALOGUE

Of a Carious and Valuable
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Among which are included

the Entirce LI BRARY

Of the late Reverend and Learned

PRI BEENCE STERNE, A4 M.
Prebendary of York, &c. &c.

Author of The Life and Opinions of Triftram Shandy, Gent.
and feveral other Works of Wit and Humour.

Moft of the Books are in good Condition and handfome Bindinge,

Among many others, equally valuable, are the following:
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Caxton’s Came of the Chefie, 1474 Ocuvres de Rabchis, 3 tonn.
Drake’ York, Jawe Paper Middleton’s Lite of Cicero, 2 vols.
Guillim’s Heraldry, bgF Edition Aitey’s Voyuges, 4 vols.
Chambers's Ditionary, *2 vuls, Addifon’s \Wozls, 4 vels,
Locke’s Works, 3 vols. Ducarcl on Cei.s
Stukeley’s Itinerary Longz’s Atronomy
Rapin’s England, s vols. complete Sanderfon’s Aigcgra. 2 vols,
Borlafe’s Cornwall, 2 vals. Magna Britaina, 6 vols.
Dugdale’s Warwickfhire Doddridge’s Lxpofitor, 0 vols.
Plot's Gxfordthire O C R AR,
Gerarde's Herbal, by Johnfon Rollin's Belles Lettres, 4 vols,
Mezeray’s Hiftory of trance Grey’s Hudibras, 2 vcls,
Mariana's Hiftory of Spain Ozuvres du Pii clophe de Sans-S=ucl, 2tam,
Bibiia Polyglotta, 6 vol, Anthclogic Francoife, 3 tom.
Caftelli Lexicon Heptazlotton, 2 tof, Septuaginta, Gr. a Grabe, 4 vol.
Hiftoire du Concile de Trente, 2 tom, Ciceronis Opera omaoda, Verburgii, 12 vel.

Which will begin to be fold cxcseding cheap (the Prices printed

in the Catalogue) on Thur/day, dug? 25, 1768, and con-
tinue till all are fold, =

By J.TODD and . SOTHERAN,

(Succeflors to the late Mr. Hilfyars) ookfellers in 3oré;

Who give the utmof Value (in ready Money) for any Library
or Parcel of Books.

CATALOGUES maybe had in London, gratis, of Mr. Buler, in
the Strand ; Mr. White, in _Ffset}ﬁre:t; Mr, Payae, next Door to thé
Mews-Gate; Mr, Fohnfon, in ’ater-roficr-Rozv 3 and Mr, Cerer, in
Ho{bam i—Alfo of the Hookfellers at Cambridie, Cxfurd, Saliftri.
Edinburgh, Glafgzow, NNewvcafile, Durbam, Il Sueffield, Barujics.
Leodry and at the Plaee of Sils, : 1
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