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Conceptual Changes in Japanese Terms after the Introduction of English during the Early Meiji Period
SATO Masayuki

Abstract
During the Edo period (1600-1868) the Atlantic Ocean was known as the “Great Western Ocean” (Taiseiyd K7
£ ); the Pacific Ocean was called the “Great Eastern Ocean” (Daitoyd K H ¥ ). After 1870 the term for the latter
sea was changed to “Great Calm Ocean” (Taiheiyd KF-{¥ ) so that the meaning of the word would align with the
meaning “pacific.” The Atlantic Ocean underwent no renaming, though the Chinese characters reading “Atara-
kai [ % % i ” were proposed. This study uses differences in the use of Chinese characters related to nautical

terminology as a clue for explaining changes in Japanese terms and concepts accompanying the introduction of the

English language into Japan.
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