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Natural Disaster and Community - People’s Willingness to Pay for Community Activities
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Abstract

The Great East Japan Earthquake reminded us of the importance of regular community activities. Our

survey reveals that, in the damaged area, a half of those who regularly participated in any community activity

thought of them as being beneficial for evacuation and restoration. However, such community activities are

uncommon in Japan. Only one-third of the total respondents participated in such community activities.

This study reviews community activities two months after the earthquake and presents the results of a

discrete choice experiment to elicit citizens’ willingness to pay for certain types of community activities. We

find that people willingly participate in these activities even if they have to pay for them unless it involves

them spending too much of their time.
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