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The Way of Working of Women Farmers in Netherlands: Time-Budget Analysis

Michi TSUTSUMI® & Masae TSUTSUMI

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify the actual condition of work and life balance of female farmers in
the Netherlands, how they work, raise children and do their domestic duties. It explains the terms and
conditions for a balance of work and life. As for the survey methodology and content, the respondents
were selected by taking the crops grown into consideration. The data was collected through interviews
in September 201 1.

The respondents are eight female farmers. Their family status, agricultural workers, management
structure and farm scale were analyzed according to crops. Working hours, domestic duties hours,
child-rearing hours and social interaction hours were determined from time budget survey of the
female farmers. The author focused attention on the difference of time distribution of the agricultural
in-season and the agricultural off-season to reveal their characteristics. Conditions to enable work-life
balance were examined from this analysis.

The case analysis discovered that there is little conflict of time distribution for work and family
of the respondents, and they do not have "consciousness" about work-life balance. However, they
had acquired some degree of satisfaction to distribute time budget with their own intention. As the
conditions to enable work-life balance from the study case, it became clear that the existence of
corporate agriculture, advanced mechanization and employed workers are concerned with distribution
of time budget. The author discovered that not only the length of time, but also the realization of the
respondents’ intention and a desirable allocation of labor, domestic duties and child-rearing time are
concerned with the degree of satisfaction about female farmers' time budget allocation.

There is a necessity for a further analysis about the degree of satisfaction and conflict of female
farmers' work and life, or family and social support for farmers who will affect how they work.
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