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Developments in 17th-century English Antiquarian Books,
and their Reception by Readers

TAKANO, Michiyo

Abstract

William Camden’s Britannia provided vigour to a new literary movement in early modern Britain, and

his successors continued antiquarian studies throughout the 17th century. Britannia made it clear that legend

and history are two different things, and traced the progress of the British peoples and their social institutions.

It also introduced a new literary genre, topography, to English. This study discusses Camden’s influence on

his successors, and looks particularly at the development and changes of the books in this genre assuming

that the books do reflect their readership. The antiquaries examined in this study include William Dugdale,

Anthony Wood, Aylett Sammes, and Robert Plot.
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