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Abstract

Sir William Dugdale's The History of St. Paul's Cathedral in London was published in 1658 in the
Interregnum, when many royalists were excluded from public life, and were obliged to live privately
and unobtrusively.

Dugdale, as an antiquary, wanted to make his contemporaries aware of the sad condition of the
most important church in London, which is also a symbol of the Church of England as a whole. The
cathedral had been badly damaged by the enemies of the Anglican Church, and was in desperate need
of restoration. Perhaps it would never be restored, for the Church of England was effectively extinct,
after Parliament had outlawed its services, and invalidated its bishops. Dugdale published the book
with illustrations by Wenceslaus Hollar which depicted the interior and the exterior of the cathedral,
and showed many of the monuments to the great men of church and state, as they were in the pros-
perous years of the 1630s.

This paper examines St. Paul's as one of the most significant books in seventeenth-century book
history. This is a good example of an early book illustrated with many artistic engraved plates which
were paid for by subscribers. By studying the relationship between the subscribers and their plates,
which were often of a tomb of some notable person in the past, we can trace the historical back-
ground of the church or the political and religious milieux of the subscribers. Also, this study demon-
strates that the book conveys a strong sense of royalism and Anglicanism. By a combination of the
text and illustrations of the highest artistic standard, Dugdale conveys a message to hidden Angli-
cans all over the country. They must honour the memory of the Church, and hope it will be restored
one day. In this respect this book bears great importance in the history of the book in the 17th cen-

tury.
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.. by Inke and paper, the Shadows of them,
with their Inscriptions might be preserved
for posteritie, forasmuch as the things

themselves were so neer unto ruine. ... I
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have thought fit, in the first place, to be-
gin with this Church of St. Paul, as one of
the most eminent Structure of that kinde
in the Christian World; having histori-
cally spoken of its first Foundation and
endowment; as also of what else I can
finde memorable thereof; and represented
its Fabrick and Monuments, in the most

exact and prefect way I could devise.’
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Amongst the pieces of modern Architec-
ture, I have never observ'd above two,
which were remarkable in this vast City.
The Portico of the Church of S. Pauls, and
the Banqueting-house at White-hall.... But
O! how lothsome a Golgotha is this Paul's!
I assure your Lordship, that England is
the sole spot in all the world, where,
amongst Christians, their Churches are
made jakes, and stables, markets and

Tipling-houses; and Publicans and Money-

Changers: In sum, where these excellent
uses, are pretended to be the markes of Pi-

ety and Reformation.?
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.. that most magnificient and stately Por-
tico, with Corinthian Pillars, which at this
own charge he erected at the West end
thereof; where he placed the Statues of his
Royall Father (King James) and himself,
for a lasting memorial of this their ad-
vancement of so glorious a work. Which
Portico was intended to be an ambulatory
for such, as usually by walking in the
Body of the Church, disturbed the solemn

service in the Quire.’

4 =2+ Y32 X (Inigo Jones, 1573-1652)
FRAF 27— FiEREZTIRERTHD, V=
A L2z LTF+r—V2X—HDb ETEEIC
Bb 22 OEFEK LES 2, 2B LU
ZWEA YY) T THFATOWEY 39 v X3,
1600 FERYIEED &, B x OF TR B O FEH L
EDREAHY L7z, OBITHTA ¥ ) TITHEU,
A7) TR Y ZADNTF 4 A R A 5
EIcFBIAL, RKEOEIDERTD - 7o 3kE= D
At ZE bz b7c 6 Lice #Id Y= A4 o x—fHic
o TEFEHEREEEIEE SN, A7 A b —
WEDN T 4 v 7oy 2 (1622 4E580%)
L=y VDA —v Y2 (1635 458
AL TVE, B—Fa0RBICE Y24 L%
—t e F vy VX MOBEH D I DOEEN T
FEELBEb->TELEEZIIRL TV S, F1.
K—F IRFERMNOBSE L >TEBD, TNET
HEOHRTHOWET L E L THEDREFCZEL L



HEEBEDSE I LRUEAL R EEREER AL E. No.5 (2010)

TERRRICH I nEGmeRitd 2 b0 &7 -
foo BERBIEMERICHM L cEmBEIRO A v 7 X
)= KA AV TA -B—FbIDXS N
LA DY TH LI Eh ST I EAELA
TWo TNWEBLIDOTH B, LLEASS,
FEEITBEFE OB 1640 FROF I HEIR
K-> Td-niESN, #£—F 3 IT3HRE
JE AL OB NER & LIRT O & 5 1 =B D Hi
TEHAIND L DITK>TW - T,

87—V FEREEIE I B D B B A SR AT
W, 1639 [EDEEIFIC b - o B OB
il C\W B, it L T W B R — v D R %
TEIELED EVWIFEVD & EfThb N ABEIEEN
ML 72 e TR R L 22 b, XEITBWT
FHFEEZHDDOF FITRA TV S,

For by taking the away the inner Scaf-
folds, which supported the arched vaults,
in order to the late intended repair; the
whole roof of the South Cross is already
tumbled down; and the rest severall

places of the Church, often falling.”
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Out of a sad contemplation, therefore, that
so glorious a structure, thus rais'd, inricht,
and beautified by the piety of our de-
ceased Ancestors, should be utterly de-
stroyed, and become a wofull spectacle of
ruine; I have adventured, though much
unworthy for such an undertaking, to
give some representation, aswell to the
present age, as future times, of what it
hath been. And having done my best
endeavour; which in duty I conceive my
self obliged unto, merely as I am a son of
the Church of England

memory of its noble Founders, and wor-

-+ to revive the

thy Benefactors:...”
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