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What is “kanji proficiency” required for foreign residents learning Japanese?:
A study on the tolerance among native speakers about disuse of kanji

ANDO Yoshiko

Abstract

For foreigners living in Japan, kanji is an essential element in reading and writing of Japanese.

However, learning kanji requires much more time and effort than learning kana due to the complex

forms, different readings and vast number of characters. Meanwhile, some foreigners who do not

have opportunities for systematic Japanese education are living in Japan for prolonged periods with-

out acquiring enough kanji proficiency.

In this study, “reading” and “writing” were analyzed as elements of kanji proficiency. At the

same time, the attitudes of native Japanese speakers concerning the disuse of kanji, which affects the

“writing” ability not as urgently needed as the “reading ability,” were surveyed. The results re-

vealed that the tolerance among native speakers for writing in kana varied by their impressions of

the writer, sense of closeness to writing in kanji and other factors.
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