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May 20, 1942

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

We are deeply concerned about your order which empowered the Secretary of War to
proceed with the forced evacuation from the Pacific Coast not only of Japanese nationals but of
American citizens of Japanese descent. Is this not a virtual denial of our Bill of Rights, and does
it not give point to possible Japanese propaganda in Burma and India that the United States is
discriminating against its own citizens of the Yellow race ?

Is it not now possible for civilian examination boards to be established who will leave
undisturbed Japanese in the United States who are found to be innocent of anti-American inten-
tions, as we believe nearly all of them will be ?

Through the American Friends Service Committee, with which we are associated, sev-
eral of our retired missionaries now on the Pacific Coast are spending themselves unstintedly to
aid the victims of this evacuation and they do try to maintain the prestige of the United States
for fair dealing and an observance of its own Constitution.

Again we urge the establishment of civilian examination boards and the release of Japa-
nese individuals found to be harmless.

Sincerely yours,
MISSION BOARD

John F. Rich
Vice Chairman
JPE.CBB
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WAR DEPARTMEMT
Washington

May 26, 1942

Mr. John F. Rich, Vice Chairman,
Mission Board of The Religious Society
of Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinity,
304 Arch Street,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Dear Mr. Rich:

The President has referred to me for reply your letter regarding the evacuation of the
alien Japanese and Americans of Japanese descent.

You undoubtedly realize that a very difficult situation confronted us on the West Coast
on the sudden outbreak of the war with Japan, but I very much doubt if even you could have ap-
preciated the extreme seriousness and difficulty of the situation. Not only did great cities exist
along the sea coast with large populations subject to possible attack, but some of our most impor-
tant manufacturing establishments from which the Army and Navy obtain vital munitions were
in the same locality. A successful attack might well have had a disastrous effect upon the war.
As a consequence, the entire American populations of the West Coast States were left in a condi-
tion of great excitement and apprehension, and the nature of the attack on Pearl Harbor tended
greatly to inflame our people against all persons of Japanese ancestry, whether citizens or not,
and irrespective of their good or evil records as citizens.

Thus, the evacuation of all persons of Japanese descent from the immediate neighbor-
hood of these sensitive key points of our vital defense became at once imperative, not only for the
safety of our country but for their own protection. The number of these persons was so large,
amounting to over 115,000, that indivudual action which would afford adequate protection ei-
ther to them or to us, was impossible in the emergency.

At the outset, an opportunity was given to all who were willing to move voluntarily, to
go wherever they wished, provided only that they left the neighborhood of the dangerous spots.
This policy had to be abandoned, however, because of the opposition of the authorities and citi-
zens of the interior states into which these people desired to move, and we had to supersede it by
subsequent action in which the protection of the Army itself could be thrown around the persons
who were moving.

We have made every effort to handle this thorny problem with the utmost care and
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humanity, and as a matter of fact, it has been very ably so handled by General DeWitt, the Com-
mander of our forces on the West Coast. The conduct of General DeWitt and of the officers work-
ing under him has won the approval of all good American citizens in that neighborhood, and the
evacuees themselves had expressed their appreciation of the consideration and care which has
been shown them. Every reasonable effort has been made to protect them and their property and
to provide for them an opportunity for useful employment as well as suitable recreation. I can
assure you that we are alert to protect these people from exploitation of any kind.

Whether it will be possible later to deal with the evacuees on an individual basis, as sug-
gested in your letter, is open to great doubt. The evacuation once accomplished is not easily un-
done. It is, however, the desire of all of us to hold down to an absolute minimum any interference
with the liberties of individuals. We are not unmindful of the fact that the majority of those

evacuated are American citizens.
Sincerely yours,

Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War

&M3

Friends Mission Board
304 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

July 9, 1942
Henry L. Stimson

Secretary of War
Washington D. C.

Respected friend:

This letter has reference to yours of May 26 t{o our Vice Chairman, Mr. John F. Rich, in
response to ours of May 20 addressed to the President of the United States.

Will you kindly inform us by what legal authority the War Department has been given
the right to forcibly detain in the West Coast Assembly Centers citizens of the United States not
proven guilty of any crime ? We are supposed to be loyal to the Constitution of the United
States. In the view of many of us our government itself has violated the Bill of Rights flagrantly
in this matter.
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One can understand the responsibilities of the War Department for the protection of resi-
dents of the Pacific Coast as well as of other portions of the United States, and that you faced the
dilemma as to the risk of harm being done to persons of Japanese ancestry. Whether that risk
was great or not, you probably are in better position than the rest of us to judge. But the danger
which you describe to "persons of Japanese ancestry, whether citizens, or not, and irrespective of
their good or evil records as citizens," certainly does not obtain in the central areas of the United
States.

Whatever justification the government may have thought it had in segregating the Japa-
nese on the Pacific Coast, it certainly, in my judgment, has a duty under the Constitution to pro-
ceed to release at least the American citizens who can find means to reestablish themselves in
inland communities.

The problem is, as you say, "thorny," and we are sure you have wrestled with it with
"care and humanity,” but please advise us how soon it is expected transfers from the Assembly -
Centers will occur and to whom in the government other citizens of us may appeal to have Japa-
nese in the United States who are American citizens given the liberties accorded to other Ameri-
can citizens, and the Japanese who are aliens given treatment equal with other aliens of enemy
nationality.

Respectfully,
J. PASSMORE ELKINTON
Chairman

JPE.CBB

c.c. President Roosevelt
Senator Davis
War Relocation Authority
Federal Council of Churches
Foreign Missions Conference
Fellowship of Reconciliation
Am. Baptist Foreign Missions Society
Christian World Mission Convocation
Clarence E. Pickett
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WAR DEPARTMENT
Washington
July 16, 1942
Dear Mr. Elkinton:

I have your letter of July 9, 1942.

The War Department is acting under the authority of Presidential Executive Order No.
9066 dated February 19, 1942 in connection with its evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry.
This Executive Order authorizes the prescribing of Military Areas from which "any or all persons
may be excluded, and with respect to which the right of any person to enter, remain in, or leave
shall be subject to whatever restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Com-
mander may impose in his discretion."

As stated in my letter to Mr. Rich, at the outset an opportunity was given to all who were
willing to move voluntarily to go wherever they wished, provided only that they left the neigh-
borhood of the dangerous spots. This policy had to be abandoned, however, because of the oppo-
sition of the authorities and citizens of the interior states into which these people desired to move
and we had to supersede it by subsequent action in which the protection of the Army itself could
be thrown around the persons who were moved. [ can assure you that this opposition was real
and that the danger to persons of Japanese ancestry was genuine.

The necessity for haste in the evacuation resulted in the procedure by which persons of
Japanese ancestry were moved to temporary Assembly Centers from which they are being sent
to Relocation Centers under the jurisdiction of the War Relocation Authority. I understand that
it is the desire and intention of the War Relocation Authority to permit individuals and groups
whose loyalty can be demonstrated to move from the Relocation Centers into other communities
where employment may be found and appropriate living conditions may be assured, and military
considerations permit.
Sincerely yours,
Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War

Mr. J. Passmore Elkinton, Chairman

121 S. Third Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

— 107 —



IWHEREE  LWRHREYARZEEREGRFERILE No.4 (2009)

=2 19]

July 20, 1942.

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson
War Department, Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:
It is gracious of you to have replied to mine of July 9th so fully in yours of July 16th.

The War Department, we fully recognize is controlled by the Executive Order No. 9066,
but I still am un-convinced as one U.S.A. citizen, that our white fellow citizens in California would
have been so un-disciplined and cruel as to have brought serious injury upon their Japanese
neighbors. It is a dreadful commentary if so, upon our American civilization.

' Correspondence from the War Relocation Authority confirms your suggestion that they
hope to permit loyal citizens and groups to move from the Relocation Settlement into private life
inland in the U.S.A. as communities can be found where they can come in without molestation.

One of the most deserving of such groups is the students whose education have been in-
terrupted. I understand at the moment, there is some hitch from the Army permitting these stu-
dent releases to work smoothly under the supervision of the civilian committee which has been
set up, headed by Dr. Robbin Barstow, president of Hartford Theological Seminary. These restric-
tions, I hope, can be removed presently, so that these young people can proceed with the evacua-
tion which they deserve at the hands of the U.S.A.

Respectfully
MISSION BOARD

J.P. Elkinton
Chairman
JPE/AHP
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