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Mary Pruyn's Grandmamma's Letters from Japan (1877)
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Abstract
Mary Pruyn was a missionary of the Union Missionary Society of the United States. She came to Ja-
panin 1861 and stayed there until 1866. She wrote her grandchildren the letters on Japanese people
and their life from there. After returning to the United States, she edited them and published a book
named Grandmamma's Letters from Japan (1877). The purpose of this book was to raise an awareness
among children about the missionary work in Japan and the foreign missionary work in general. Mrs.
Pruyn tried to ask for donations for the missionary work by showing the pre-modern features of Ja-
pan. While precisely narrating what happened to her mission home for children and girls, she stressed
the uncivilized aspects of Japan and denounced the evil nature of ethnic religions there. She consid-
ered American society as the norm and made comparison with Japan, however, her explanations
sometimes lacked the grounds and rather revealed her ignorance about Japanese society. This paper
aims to examine the historical context in which this book was written and have a new look at its eth-

nocentric aspects.
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The letters were generally written hur-
riedly, and without the faintest idea that
other eyes than those to whom they were
addressed would ever see them. There is
no attempt at order or thoroughness in
them, and they were usually suggested by
some passing incident. Certainly there is
no merit in them, beyond their truthful-
ness and simplicity. Yet in looking them
over, it has been rather urgently sug-
gested by kind and perhaps partial friends
that they contain many things that would
Sabbath-school

might serve to give some minds the same

interest children, and
impulses that so early stirred my own.
(12-13)
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This Home is very dear to me, and [ am
very happy, as I see around me so many
dear children, and sweet, gentle young
girls, and know that they are learning
those truths and those customs that must
surely make them wiser and happier than
they could be in their heathen homes; but
still my heart goes far over the sea very
often, and it is a real comfort when I can
sit down and have a little talk with the
children there. (142)
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We have been only four months in this
house, and vet in that time it is incredible

how many of these poor heathen have

found their way here, and come asking for
instruction. One of our ladies has made
considerable progress in the language,
and is able to teach them; partly in Japa-
nese. More than thirty, men, women, boys,
and girls, come here daily, and more than
the same number we have been compelled
to deny. (137-138)
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...our house is very unsuitable for a large
school, and we must have better accom-
modations to work to advantage; and just
here, dear friends, is where I want you to
feel is your opportunity to aid in this good
cause. To procure the land, and build such
a house as we need, will cost a great deal
of money; but when we have a suitable
dwelling, we can do a vast deal more than
is possible now. We have had several ap-
plications to take young girls, and even la-
dies, but were obliged to refuse for the
want of room. (38-39)

T bS5 OFEMNOZHEICEbL ST HAlTL
MR AHET S ERBERETH A
D, FIRESER T oYy M T B RS XA
CIENERL -, BRI SHKEIL 1872 4F
10 AiC5Emkz & 5,
HAZELHT AEEIZ. &b 18754 1
AI8H® 72 ) hOHBEROTHE] K
FET 72 FHE (169-180) B WTHEETH %, H
AKTEEEOESFTD b, BELLAGEREL AT
DANERDPA T2 DVTHID Fcv USRI - T
BO, BEHEE L TREENVOD BB E F
DENTELL, 0D TAYHY - F—4ld
TTFHEDIDOHATRYIDFERKRTHD, Ly
biff—, REREHOLFERTH B, 774 Vi




FROFEIT OV THET 2, HERFEICE
HEna720TEE, BHRAZ VZXF +» v DR
HFdfrbhTwnwa, WEfELLBH®E T, H-
TWTHHET S, CLABEFEICKEEZ LB LS
KRESREHESHVWEER, 61T 2 Y hich
DEBEE S FTHEATOWBLFE (7 /)
IZ2WT, MAICHERDOHADEIEN W TFRER,
WHEREEETPAEIEVIFFLAES S -2 T
ERENELEEINT VS, MRIFEHEFLbE
BHELBROS 2EERZBE L. BARICBIT 34
NEEEEOHI VWEBENELNIZ &ITE 3,

U7 Ly o A8
AEEEICBOTHREE AL S 20136 b5
EHIOBGEER ST TR - foo BB S,
T A Y ATV B KAEE B S EE BRI
PP -T, &5V EED S OFRICHEL T
HEEnZBEbEHRINTV, AETOEEE
s, P REIC B 2 EE L OEMEED,
HEEFNPIERICIL B I EPWHINIDOTH 5,
%MiﬂEEE@Fﬁ%JGﬂw)&Wihé
Do t,” T b EEENE &4 5 AKE]
L0HIF D TR ~OrfE»#HE %mglé
boT, BEDL» ADHEE L TESN AN
/)§35 o) f:o

KE SIS FIC iU AEfFE b RR$TT
WA Lich, £ i3 b 2 BE Vs
EVI Ay E=IUNIBOLNT W, FH%EH
WKD2WTT 54 VIGIRDEHITIRRT VW B,

It seems very strange to me here on the
Sabbath. There are a few Christians, who
have come from other countries, and they
keep God's holy day; but none of the na-
tive people know anything about His
command "Remember the Sabbathday to
keep it holy,” and most of those who have
come from Christian lands are so wicked
that they do not care any more for it than
the heathen do; and so there is very little

difference here between this and any
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other day. The people all keep their stores
open; they go out with their boats to fish;
they work in their fields and gardens, and
carry things about to sell, just as they do
on other days. (22-23)
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The children here are the best-natured
and most contented and happy little
things I ever saw; though I am sure yvou
would wonder how they could be, if you
should see them. If you had to live in such
poor little houses, wear such poor, miser-
able clothes, or perhaps not wear any, as is
the case with many of them, you would
think it very hard. But they do not seem
to mind it, and play about all day without
crying or quarrelling at all. I have never
seen any of them that even looked as if
they felt cross: do you not think little

Christian children could learn something
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from them in this? I do; and I am sure I
could not wish my little folks to be more
kind and pleasant with each other than
are these heathen children. (23-24)
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My dear little children, who have such a
happy and comfortable home, who have
the precious Bible, and know so much of
the love of our dear Father in heaven, I
hope will pity these poor, ignorant ones,
and desire to do something for them. I
hope they will rather save their pennies,
and put them in the Mission Box, than to
spend them all for their own pleasure.
That would be only selfish, and make
your hearts grow hard and unkind; but if
you try to do good, and help others all you
can, you will grow more and more like the
dear Saviour, and will surely be more
happy and beloved by others. I will pray
that God will make you all just such

children. (90-91)
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But there are some very evil things in
their life, and some of them come from
that very want of government and care.
They are a dirty, sore-eyed, sore-headed,
crook-backed, miserable, and diseased-
looking set of little creatures, and neither
they nor their parents know of any better
life. They throng about one every step one
goes in the streets, and it takes a great
deal of patience and pity to get along with
them. (83)
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Z1E. "The people are very wicked, and have
some very bad practices; and God punishes
them by letting them be weak and sickly, and
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The saddest thing to me is, that they do
not know any better life. The parents of
these children do not know that if they
would live pure, industrious, and proper
lives, they would not have these dreadful
diseases. They do not know that he idols
they pray to cannot make them well, but
that our God can do it. (85-86)
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I would like to have you go into our nice,
new dining-room, that I particularly de-
light in, and see thirty-six girls and chil-
dren—who only a short while ago were
accustomed to sitting upon the floor, and
any time, without order or idea of propri-
ety, eating what would satisfy their hun-
ger with chop-sticks or their fingers—now
sitting quietly and decorously around the

tables, with table-cloths, napkins, knives
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and forks, eating their food as properly as
any polite and neat American child could.
(174-175)
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Our rooms are built apart from the rest of
the house, and all around them there is a
small veranda. On this and upon the mats
in the room, people can step with their
shoes on, and I really think there is noth-
ing our children enjoy more than going
about here barefooted. Is not that just like
all children in hot weather? And do you
wonder that these little ones are glad to
do just what they always used to do be-
fore they came to our house, namely, run
about bare-footed, and sleep on the mats?
Well, it certainly is nice for a little while
in such warm weather; but when we get
back to our own home, it will not be good
for those whom we hope will become in-
telligent young ladies, and help to teach

their people to live a civilized life, like the
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ladies of Christian lands. (212)

BARxZERXTIA V—ITERAARFICLET
EisoTwa, o P bR, BET
HEREEBHFINILLITH S, LILTS
AV BEORO I LD THREDERESIFAESN
B, HEDFR—ATREZ I RVAKEVEMT
Z. FHAEBICEFIRMNEEOLF 4 DL
7o Ty HAEASE L THAE AL 3 2 7
KH->THRLWE, TRbbIEFOMFELS
BEEHFELTWAIEA[UMA S EE2RN
ol

HENDEGZEL

T4 IFERITEBE—EEDFENLE S,
EARHIEBEEMTEOAREREZSRICL &, &
HTHMPERETES, MBEIKER--THS5 WV EE
LB IFNIER SMOWERENE U, 794 Vi3
NEMEES. 2 AORIEICM TR FA2/ES €&
ATHLEIELT, BIREDTLE -1, K
BEEL, MEOFT OB ICT NE L - 1o LR
T5,46) FLLHARDEIINETEELE VD
T MADOFSTZM LY - TKIRY O (/'L —
Mo A =25 V) BEELIL, RITTHEBLTA
fel A, EHEMLOESSEEZIT TV S,
117)

FEWILOT T YRIFEXRBATHD, FfEEE
LTHEHINEBTWZ, lFVA, DX DMK
L HEOHEE ORI H A S & DD
HEHICRMLTL 5, NTRAPHIOF - KA
LHELT, 754 vidEX it L ThE D 4 —
FryTREP - EBbNS, AAEOEREN
BLLAT, HAARBHINZDIE, REALS
BWEBR LI ETH-12H, TNEEDLD
IKZFIED, REICELA»EATAE LI, [L
EAJERALSICEET-HEARAR, BLANS
FAFEELEL, THPSEZEAZTZIRINT v
T BN, TOEHIEDIP 1Y 72 ALK
FROBRREATY - 2574 — - F 7 =13 [HliC
MIEB LI &b, HEH T3 ELTET FRF)
HHEICEY 5. Eh ST cHBE—FIcIEA

TWBEDMWRABDTLT, HlHIFIDFETLZE
KEBSLAVWEE->TVE LA, 2055 E
INfTo THRABIHPEIN T EDENPA
UC2DTIEFICERBIIRLDE L] LTV
5, ThTd* & —3BHICE, AT Rt
WK BEERR LT

754 vidI OO IAE S ERT 5,
LhdZ0LIRFBICBEBEEIALEHES LS
KDTHBEIEAEERT 5,

First, —and what pained me most, —the
greatest crowd of all kinds of people
thronged about us as we went through
the street in the old town of Kanagawa. It
i1s not very often they see a foreigner, and
they are so curious whenever one comes
among them. They were so dirty, and had
so little clothing on, that I did not like to
look at them. Then so many of the chil-
dren were all covered with sores: O, it was
pitiful! (31)
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ing children, gathered about us; and you will
not wonder they did so, when I tell you that I
was the first white or foreign woman who had
ever been in that part of the country.” (64)
ERNRB, 5L R TH, BE-TLBA
RHEBBELKRELVWERYTHE I LITERT
B, NIRANEHOHF-ZRADAKTHAADE
LEZBEALBLUAC ERBOVN, AETRE
NWBHER CHIRICE 5,

—HT, T4 VIS RESZ v, B
AL >0 Tid, BIEA EHR 0 ICEFHELT
TR, RADLHS NEETET 52— AlZ%
B HiicENZ L, FrLWKEEZEE. A
DFHOL S IKEBLIIRDEI—EEoN S, L
PEBRALUEBATEEDLE LTV AL X T,
HAROLHE 3 E T Wi E LN ORI %,



You may think it funny for women to
do this, but you do not know that the
women in Japan are not taught to work,
or spend their time in any useful way.
There are no schools for girls, and so they
grow up without learning anything that
can fill their minds with good thoughts, or
help them to pass their time pleasantly.
The poor Japanese women have a very
aimless life, and I think playing with dolls
is about as harmless a way for them to get

pleasure as they could find. (52)
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. a great many of the Japanese people
are very poor, and they do not want any
children because it costs money to feed
them (not to clothe them, for not many of
the poor children wear clothing), and the
mother cannot work out in the field, or in

any way, so well, if she has a little baby;
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and so a great many of people, who are
servants, but have wives, will not let any
babies come to their house, because they
want their wives to help them with their
work. (181-182)
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... I came here to see how nice he [Clark]
lives, and enjoy the pleasure of traveling
in Japan. Well, pleasure it is; though if I
could tell you all the discomforts by the
way, you would wonder how I could say
so; but [ am so desirous of seeing the coun-
try, and getting acquainted with all the
customs and habits of the people, that I
am quite willing fo bear some inconven-
iences. (126)
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