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Abstract

Anthony a Wood's Athenae Oxonienses is an indispensable piece of work for 17® century studies.
It was published through subscription in 1691-1692. The subscription publication is a publishing
method developed in seventeenth-century England, and it enabled the authors and publishers to pub-
lish more specialized, expensive, academic books. This study discusses how the proposals for printing
Athenae were announced, who subscribed to it and for what reasons a list of the subscribers was re-
vealed in the book.

The proposals were made by the London stationer Thomas Bennet several times, both in a
printed prospectus and in the Term Catalogues, and there we can see from his advertisements when
the book was meant to be published, how people could subscribe to it, how much the book cost and
how they should pay, etc. Eventually in the very book a catalogue of the subscribers was inserted.
The list shows the names and often the titles of over 300 people. Basically the names appear in alpha-
betical order, but those who bought a larger copy would come first, with an explicit dagger mark.
Taken as a sort of paratext, the list would involve some special meanings. It could be regarded as the
publisher's business tactics to attract more subscribers, as the subscribers' prestige, and as a sign of
the writer's gratitude to the subscribers or even to the stationer who helped to publish the book itself.
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This summer came to Oxon "The Antiqui-
ties of Warwickshire," &c. written by Wil-
liam Dugdale, and adorn'd with many
cuts. This being accounted the best book
of its kind that hitherto was made extant,
my pen cannot describe how A. Wood's
tender affections and insatiable desire of
knowledge were ravish'd and melted
downe by the reading of that book. What
by musick and rare books that he found in
the public library, his life, at this time and

after, was a perfect Elysium.”
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The Undertaker, Thomas Bennet, at the
Half Moon in St. Paul's Churchyard, pub-
lishes his Proposals as follows: 1. That the
Book shall be printed on the same Paper
2. That

the Book shall consist of Two Volumes in

and Character as the Specimen.

Folio, of above 100 sheets each, in double
Columns. Every Subscriber to pay 20s. in
sheets for both; (viz.) 5s. at hand, 10s. at
the delivery of the first, and 5s. at the de-
livery of the last: and for the large Paper
30s., at proportionable payments as be-
fore. 3. That the price to any other than
a Subscriber shall be 25s. the small; and
40s. the large. 4. That the Book is already
in the Press; and the first Vollume shall be
delivered at Easter Term next, the second
5. All Gentlemen who sub-

scribe, will have their Names, Titles, and

at Trinity.

places of abode, printed in a sheet an-
nexed to the Second Vollume. The
Specimens are delivered Gratis, and Sub-
scriptions taken, by the Undertaker, and
most Booksellers in London and the Coun-
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