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Moving Characters in the Plays by Paula Vogel

ITO Yukari

Abstract

Some of the plays by Paula Vogel, especially her major ones, put emphasis on mobility whereas
her other plays depict the characters who remain where they are. One of the remarkable qualities
about Vogel's work is the contrast between mobility and stasis, particularly when it is found in the
same play. For instance, in The Baltimore Waliz, a brother and his sister are taking an imaginary trip
to Europe while the brother is dying on a bed in a hospital. Their imaginary trip shows intensified
movements of the characters while the hospital bed becomes a symbol of stasis and confinement.

Another element to be mentioned is who is moving among the characters. The Baltimore Waliz re-
lates how the sister attempts to take on the position of a dying person; in The Mineola Twins, the audi-
ence wonders who refuses to move, staying in a closed space. The other significant element is
whether a character is forced to move or willing to move. It is particularly important whether a fe-
male protagonist has the initiative about moving. The process toward claiming the initiative is the
main plot in How I Learned to Drive. Thus mobility, with its dynamics and contrast with stasis, makes

Vogel's plays very attractive to the audience.
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Vogel's plays do, indeed, take her audi-
ences on a journey they would not ordi-
narily take but what is unusual about
that journey is not only that it frequently

takes them into the world of the fantastic

and the bizarre but that it liberates them
from a Manichaean frame of mind, from a

binary mode of thought.”
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(SLIDE: Gutted ruins of inner-city Balti-
more near the Jones-Fall Expressway; rubble
and obvious urban blight.)

CARL: Alas, poor Kosln. Practically wiped
out by airplane raids during World War II,
and vet, out of this destruction, the cathe-
dral of Ksln managed to survive—one of
the most beautiful Gothic churches in the
world, with a superb altar painted by the
master artist of Koln, Stefan Lochner.
(SLIDE: An impoverished storefront church,
a black Evangelical sect in Baltimore.)
CARL: Let's see—what do we have next?
(37
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THE THIRD MAN: Lesson Number Three:
Pronouns and the Possessive Case. I, you,
he, she and it. They and we. Yours, mine
and ours.

VOICE OF ANNA: There's nothing I can
do. There's nothing you can do. There's
nothing he, she, or it can do. There's noth-
ing we can do. There's nothing they can
do. (14)
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ANNA: I've got to talk about it. We've
shared everything else. I want you to
know how it feels--what I'm thinking--
when I hold your hand, and I kiss it---I try
to memorize what it looks like, your
hand---1 wonder if there's any memory in
the grave? (28)
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MYRA: (Exploding) What is there to do in
Mineola? Go to bingo, go to the PTA, fight
over whether or not Catcher in the Rye
should be allowed

Mineola's so dull, there wasn't even a Red

in our libraries!
Scare here! In Mineola, people keep their
blinds up because nothing happens on a
Saturday night. (119)
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MYRNA: We can make it home before the
blast. Mom says we're to climb into the
shelter and lock it, if she and Daddy don't
make it home.

MYRA'S VOICE: And after the blast, Mom
says not to unlock the door. Not even if
she and Daddy beg us too.

MYRNA: There's enough water and
canned lima beans to last us six months of
nuclear winter.

MYRNA AND MYRA'S VOICE: We'll take
care of each other. Okay? (170)
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(Peck puts his hands on Li'l Bit's breasts.
She relaxes against him, silent, accepting
his touch.)

TEENAGE GREEK CHORUS: Uncle Peck—
what are you doing ?

PECK: Keep driving. (He slips his hands
under her blouse)

TEENAGE GREEK CHORUS: Uncle Peck—
please don't do this—

PECK: —Just a moment longer . . . (Peck
tenses against L1l Bit)

TEENAGE GREEK CHORUS: (Trying not

Tx =BT 2BET S EBGAY

to cry) This is not happening.

(Peck tenses more, sharply. He buries his
Jface in Li'l Bit's neck and moans softly. The
Teenage Greek Chorus exits, and Li'l Bit
steps out of the car. Peck, too, disappears.)
90)
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LI'L BIT: Ahh ... (Beat) I adjust my seat.
Fasten my seat belt. Then I check the
right side mirror—check the left side. (Ske
does) Finally, I adjust the rearview mirror.
(As Li'l Bit adjusts the rearview mirror, a
Jfaint light strikes the spirit of Uncle Peck,
who is sitting in the back seat of the car. She
sees him in the mirror. She smiles at him,
and he nods at her. They are happy to be go-
ing for a long drive together. Li'l Bit slips
the car into first gear; to the audience:) And
then—1I floor it. (Sound of a car taking off.
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