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Mrs. Carrothers' The Sunrise Kingdom

TODA Tetsuko

Abstract
In 1869, Christopher Carrothers and his wife, Julia arrived in Japan as Presbyterian missionaries. Af-
ter 8 years' service in Japan, Julia went back to America and published a book about Japan named
The Sunrise Kingdom in 1879. The book was dedicated to the members of the Woman's Foreign Mis-
sionary Society of the Presbyterian Church. It follows the development of Julia's missionary work
with a special emphasis on Japanese women, children and family. This paper surveys the contents of
The Sunrise Kingdom and shows the changes in Julia's attitudes toward Japan. It also points out that

Julia's description has a tendency to idealize America in comparison with uncivilized Japan.
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We have long waited for the time to
come when we might go among the poor
and lowly and speak to the people. A pe-
culiar phase of missionary-life in Japan is
that we began our work among the up-
per classes and only gradually came to
the lower, while in most mission-fields la-
bor is chiefly confined to the poor. The
unoccupied Samurai, looking about for

something to do or some means of
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support, came to us for instruction, and
to the merchant class we easily gained
access, but until now we have been un-
able to work freely among the lower

classes.?®
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Heathen women are under a curse; Chris-

tian women are restored to the favor of
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God through Christ. The depths of deg-
radation in the curse and the heights of
blessing in the restoration are only com-
prehended fully by those who live
among the heathen, who can compare
country with country and condition with

condition.*
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£ D IcihR 5,
Nor do we want to be dragged down to a
level with the heathen in our manner of
life; we want them rather to be raised to
our level, and wish, therefore, to show
them the beauty of Christian homes.
They are attracted to the mission-houses,
whose doors are always open to receive
them, and we show the women our beds,
which are elevated from the floor, and
our more cleanly and healthful way of
using sheets, and they see that our bath-
rooms are in a private corner of the
house, not, as theirs, in the most con-
spicuous part, their bath tubs often at

We teach them the ad-

vantage of having the house less open

the front door.

and the apartments more private and all

the home-life more isolated.
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.. you must realize your own privileges.
Oh, church-women at home, what a
mighty army do you seem to us! Surely
every one in your land is taught of Jesus.
You do not have to wait month after
month to learn a strange tongue before
you can begin to teach the heavenly lan-
guage or the new song. You never had
to see your pupils tremble before the
death-penalty or come to you in danger
of persecution. You do not need to hide
your Bibles under your pillows, as I have
done, because the volumes are so scarce.
How rich you are in Christian literature!
You scatter it over all the land. If we
had your numbers and your material in a
few days all Japan would know of the
Lord. See that you rightly value and

rightly use your privileges.*”
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This constant contact with inferior

HaF—2KkAD THHSEEH]

minds, this continual giving out and re-
ceiving nothing in return, the feeling
that years—even the best years—of our
life are slipping away and we are gaining
nothing intellectually,—these are among
the greatest trials to which a missionary

here is subjected.*®
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