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Change and Development of Internal Structure in Rural Stem Families
— Cases Analyses of Longitudinal Research —

TSUTSUMI Masae

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify the dynamic change of internal structure, especially, role
structure in rural stem family. I will be focusing on the changed and sustained of household compo-
sition. I analyzed how family internal structure changed by death of parents' generation during the
thirty-one years, from 1966 to 1997.

One of the themes is to understand the change of rural stem family from the viewpoint of mi-
cro level, and to find the way of Japanese society by macro level.
This investigation is starting from 1966; the all object was two generation (parent and child). In
1972, the object was divided to four pattern; (1) parents alive, (2) father death, (3) mother death, (4)
parents death. I have been studied these twenty cases.

The data for this paper was collected through both statistics and spoken form. The material
of interview was repeatedly conducted six times in 1966, 1972, 1979, 1981, 1992, and 1997.

Rural stem families are undergoing great changes prompted by parents’ death. Two different
change areas are rapidly and slowly change areas. Rural stem family has different patterns of repro-
duction and not reproduction in stem family. In this paper, it was made clear that the household com-

position, generational succession and internal structure of product and consume aspects.
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