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(Research paper)

Examination of Early Showa-Period Play Materials Held by
Shintoku Kindergarten in Yamanashi Prefecture

Sachiko Koshiyama * ', Makiko Takano ™'

Abstract
Shintoku Kindergarten in Yamanashi Prefecture preserves numerous materials related to early
childhood education dating back to the Meiji period. This study examines instructional materials
for children’s play published in 1927 (Showa 2). Three game songs—Donguri Korokoro, Arare,
and Nankin-dama—are analyzed from multiple interconnected perspectives, including song lyrics,
musical structure, bodily expression, and their interrelationships. The analysis shows that all
three songs draw extensively on themes derived from children’s everyday experiences and natural
phenomena, and that the integration of lyrics, melody, and bodily expression evokes children’s
emotions and sensory experiences. The songs also encourage coordination of mind and body,
which was likely intended to cultivate social norms and aesthetic sensibilities. Furthermore, the
songwriters and composers grounded their expressions in children’s lived experiences, closely
aligning with Shintoku Kindergarten's educational philosophy. These findings contribute to the

study of songs and play at Shintoku Kindergarten during the early Showa-period.

Keywords : Shintoku Kindergarten, Play Materials, Children's Song Movement
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