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(Research paper)

Research Trends on Child Maltreatment
by Childcare Worker in Japan

Ken Ota ™', Joe Sadamatsu **

Abstract
In Japan, the issue of child maltreatment by childcare workers, which constitutes a violation of
children's human rights, has emerged as a significant concern within daycare settings. This study
aimed to present research trends related to the subjects, participants, methodologies, and findings of
research on maltreatment by childcare workers in Japan. After searching the academic databases, 18
manuscripts that met the inclusion criteria were selected and organized by publication year, study
subjects, participants, methods, and key findings. The results indicated that some previous studies
focused on the attitudes of childcare workers and students studying childcare. Other studies sought
to understand the structural background conditions leading to maltreatment, such as excessive
workloads, understaffing, and poor interpersonal relationships or communication within organizations.
Many studies have relied on questionnaire surveys, indicating a lack of verification regarding child
outcomes or long-term effects. International research trends emphasize not only the risk factors for
maltreatment in childcare settings but also the physical and psychological outcomes of children and

parents, suggesting that research in Japan is expected to advance in the future.
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