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Development of Shoka and Yugi at Shintoku Kindergarten in
Yamanashi Prefecture During the Early Showa Period

: Using 1929 (Showa 4) Data from the Childcare Diary

Sachiko Koshiyama * ', Makiko Takano ™'

Abstract
This study investigates the type of childcare developed at Shintoku Kindergarten, the oldest
kindergarten in Yamanashi Prefecture, focusing in particular on Shoka (songs) and Yugi (plays), as
well as the experiences that the children at the daycare, using the Nisshi (daycare record) from the
early Showa period (1929—1949), which has not been used in previous research. This study was
conducted to clarify the type of childcare that was developed and what the children experienced
at the daycare. The analysis revealed that the music, content, and instruction implemented at the
daycare were designed with the children who attended it in mind; that a wide range of music was
used; that the children were encouraged to encounter a variety of music and games; that they were
encouraged to develop a rich sensibility through self-expression; and that systematic childcare,

rooted in the children’s lives, was carried out.

Keywords: Kindergarten, Shoka, Yugi, Early Showa Period, Yamanashi Prefecture
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