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Issues and countermeasures that divide
"connection with caregivers" in infancy

— Considering the change of measures from an infant home to a children's home —

HAYASHI Tomonori ™"

Summary
The Child Welfare Act promulgated in 1947 has undergone amendments. The age of admission to
infant homes and children's Nursing homes, although with conditions, has been extended to pre-
school age in infant homes. The “connection with caregivers” is essential in guaranteeing early
childhood development. However, even after the revision of the law, many children continue to be
separated from their caregivers by the " Placement Change" system.

To prevent this division between child and care Worker, By deleting the article "where it is
particularly necessary for ensuring a steady living environment or due to other reasons in terms
of healthcare" in Articles 37 and 41 of the Child Welfare Act, It is expected that the number
of “Placement Change” will decrease due to age and that siblings, including infants, will not be
separated when they are placed in a child welfare institution. This could lead to discussions on
the integration of infant homes and children's homes, and suggest laws and systems that do not

separate the child from his or her “connection with caregivers.
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(Affiliation)
* 1 Yamanashi Prefectural University





