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The Iconology of the United Nations Emblem

SATO Masayuki

Abstract

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, the most widely circulated image of the world

is arguably the North Polar-centered world map adopted in the emblem and flag of the United

Nations. This emblem, in continuous use since 1947, has become a globally recognized symbol.

This paper undertakes an iconological study of the United Nations emblem, tracing its origins and

transformations with particular emphasis on historical and international-political dimensions.

Iconology of world maps, as applied here, focuses on the way a map frames the world, analyzing

motifs, the relationship between center and periphery, and symbolic elements.

Beyond identifying cartographic techniques, such an approach interprets the cultural, geopolitical,

epistemological, and historical contexts of the map’s creation, thereby uncovering the worldview and

historical consciousness embedded within it.
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We had originally based it on what’s called an
azimuthal north polar projection of the world,
so that all the countries of the world were spun
around this concentric circle, and we had limited
it in the Southern sector to a parallel that cut off
Argentina because Argentina was not to be a
member of the United Nations. We centered the

symbol on the United States as the host country.
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As regards the design described in document
A/10 7, it had been modified so as to include all
the countries to the sixtieth parallel, instead of
the fortieth, and the meridian of Greenwich had
been made its vertical axis in order to avoid the
truncating of countries and to represent them as
far as possible in their proper relationship to the

cardinal points.
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I am glad to have the opportunity of saying that
I am authorized to state that Great Britain, after
considering the opinions which were expressed at
Rome, has desired that it may be allowed to join
the Convention du metre. The arrangements for
that purpose, when I left my country, were either
completed, or were in course of completion, so
that, as a matter of fact, Great Britain henceforth
will be, as regards its system of weights and
measures, exactly in the same position as the

United States. '®
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