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Connecting America with Haifa: Naomi Wallace’s Staging of the Middle East

ITO Yukari

Abstract

Returning to Haifa is a novella by Ghassan Kanafani, a Palestinian writer and political activist. The
novella depicts one day in 1967 when a Palestinian couple visited Haifa after the absence of 20 years;
the Nakba drove them from Haifa, with their five-month son left in their house. At their old house,
they learn from the present resident, a Jewish woman, that she has raised their son. Meeting their son
brings them to the realization that they have completely lost him.

This paper examines how American playwrights Naomi Wallace and Ismail Khalidi adapted the
novella for the stage, investigating the similarities and differences between the novella and the play.
One similarity is the importance of memories. The wife and husband both remembers many things
related with Haifa throughout their journey. Another significant similarity is that talking with their
son compels them to face their present and future problems. These similarities are highlighted by the
differences. The play makes the best use of theatrical methods: adding the two characters of the young
couple 20 years before as well as the strange sounds. Thus, the play incites the audience to consider

the past, the present, and the future of Palestine and Israel.
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There is a sound like an explosion and /or
a crack of gunfire.

The Safiyyas Said!
Everything comes to a stop. It is as though
they’ve had some kind of accident. The
four of them are dazed for a moment.

Safiyya You've hit something.

Said It’s all right.

Safiyya What did you hit? The sidewalk?

Said Just the tyre, I think. Or a shot,
maybe. It sounded like—Let me check. I'll
g0 see.
He rises, unsteadily, and walks away
from Safiyya and the ‘car’. There is a huge
clap of thunder, which becomes the sound
of mortars. Now we are back in 1948.
The youths react to the sounds and are
‘separated’. Said and Safiyya feel their
past encircle them, but work to remain
calm as they are forced to remember.

(30-31)

P4 = FIZ1948FE4H 21 HOROHETIZETH
T, bRV ZTIEBMVWEBD LB S,
WH A —FICHELAZLT, <55 EH0K%
B, 4 — FIZERERDPHERS T 25 2H
DEIICEBY IR 12T & &2Ed (1), BN
TRAANEEZELLE LD B, BHOH A — FRFIC
Jir A D EMIRITIS B D, KT HEIFE C bl
BT EMTERV, KREBBEREMLLT. ZAD
YA — FiEZTOHICEESPH ER - BTV
Ny vl EEZEWHYT, TOEEFHF VYA —F
BEBEAEDOHA — FOFEEPD THIL, BAEDY
A —=FE, (B THVWLDEFITERL B30 ?
ZOBRIFRLTHAB V] 55 (83), BFP
HEOHTDO LI IT, KOFERBIIY A — FEHLYD
I TWB T Ehbh b,

fis. HVY 7 4 TR REOHF T I £ - Ty

_4_



BEhokhioELT0W3, ¥4 —FkbldE
PRICRA D ELTOLEN, HOREE KX ILIE
FEDE S FEOLHTE ADY A — FHBRESE
Em7747@%®m%ﬂzbfjghﬁéo¢
5EBEDY 7 4 THOFIICHRE L 29 5, £ L
DY 7 4T IO A2ED BTN IRE) L T,
BEREATEH—TZAbI3DLIEEES (34),
WY 7 4 T A — RICRES D T HelT 205, K
BhFickonmo, A0V 7 4 T IFFTHD
—Hiz#ko (B6), BIETIIHLTTEEHVEE
BOEIITH 5, FRFITHE VY 7 4 TIE, ZD 6
HTHA - FEZFELLZVEVWIFKRITH SN B,
BHEDY 7 4 TRREICVWEEIITE D, DI
Y 7 4 TFIRELT A A Tt o T A
WAICDOENTLE S, WV RIgdE~ S L £
SNdMFa2, BIEOH 1 —FEV 7 4 TIRAED
Db, ANFRbDLVWHERELZEHVH LTV S
DTHb, HWY 7 4 TRETOZF AW, K
IRLKH VT A —FEH2TEEDD, BTDIT
NRBERFTER Y, BELZRTREE 3HEOE
EBD, HORIFEFBHRLZ E > T, £%2HT,
HAEORIFIDLOBME->-TEIc®EE->TH
5. JeictEd (87,

PR THOWHDIEE G 3 L wHWsE»sL T,
ARGt b0RERS TS (38), S
ENA 7> Tl L TS LITEELIBV
HOIEEEN, FUSHSEEICRIRTVEE R
Lz, CCTADBEVWHIOR, Kich -1k
¥roWtchs, _ANRLUTFOLiT, dECdH
BHREBIEDRE L 655,

Safiyya Still with its coat of yellow
paint.
Said The green iron gate.
Safiyya There's a new clothes-line fixed
to the pegs on the balcony. My pegs---
(38)
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He ‘rings’ the bell. We hear slow
footsteps that seem to come from far away,
then suddenly close. Then the muffled
sound of a bolt creaking and a door
opening slowly. They see Miriam before
we do.

Said So this is she.
He seems frozen. Safiyya steps forward.
Safiyya Hello. May we come in?
Suddenly Miriam, an elderly woman,
appears from elsewhere. But they continue
to speak as though she’s in front of

them. Miriam stares elsewhere too, as
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though she’s seeing them in front of her.
Some moments in silence. A feeling of
disjuncture.
Miriam I've been expecting you for a
long time.
With a ‘thump’ the light cuts to black for
a beat and then back on, revealing Said
and Safiyya standing in front of Miriam
but now on opposite sides. They face each
other. (39)
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Suddenly, there is a sharp, loud crack, like

distant thunder, moving closer.
Young Said What's that?
Young Safiyya Let’s go look.

Young Safiyyva and Young Said run

out of the house to see what has made

the strange, urgent noise. They glance
around, more curious than frightened.

Now the noise strikes above them, again.

It’s a thunderous, rupturing sound. Both

beautiful and frightening in its promise.
Said---It’s coming. Listen.

The youths look up at the noise, with both

anxiety and hope, trying to glimpse what’s

coming.
Can you see it?
Young Said I can see it. It's coming. Yes.
Young Safiyya Yes. (75)
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