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When a Thai Learner Laughs in an Interview Test

HAGIWARA Takae IKETANI Kiyomi

Abstract

Various studies have analyzed laughter as a by-product of jokes or a spontaneous reaction
to finding something funny. However, the data on OPI tests of Thai students shows that this
is not the case. This article presents and analyzes OPI data from 100 Thai university students
majoring in Japanese. The distribution of students across OPI levels was 6 Novice-High(NH),
12 Intermediate-Low(IL), 19 Intermediate-Mid(IM), 32 Intermediate-High(IH), 15 Advanced-
Low(AL), 12 Advanced-Mid(AM), and 4 Advanced-High(AH) students. KH Coder (Ver.2.00f)
is used for analysis to investigate when and where it occurs. Data analysis and findings have
revealed that 1) Laughter frequently occurs in Thai learners’ utterances. 2) Laughter, elicited
by Thai learners of Japanese, occurs in their own verbal utterances, not in reacting to a tester’s
utterances. 3) Laughter of Thai learners may primarily serve to signal that the turn is finishing
or serves as a marker for showing that they want to end their turns. 4) Occurrences of laughter in
utterances can be regarded as a cognitive manifestation. We also have explored laughter of Thai
learners in relation to fillers in OPI data, and have noted that their laughter has functions toward

self and others.
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keywords: Thai learners of Japanese, laughter, interview test, OPI data, occurrence,
conditions
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